











Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 


V. 



Digitized by Google 


Digitized by Google 



H E ^ 

\ 

Lady's New-year's Gift : 


7 0i- t. ■-.•■; +,: 


O R, 







^ .’ \ r>. 


T O A 




.v'' 



Under thefe following Heads, viz. 


R E L IGIO N, 

Husband, 

H ous E, 
Family and 
Children, 
Behaviour and 
Conversation, 


Friendship, 

Censure, 

Vanity and 

Affectation, 

Pride, 

Diversions. 


By the Right Honourable 

GEORGE Lord SAVILLE, 

Late Marquis and Earl of Halifax. 

f lCI)e ^iftcentl) Ctitioii, ejcartlp Cojrctteo* 


LONDON: 

Printed for J. D o d s l e y, at Tully's-Headt in 
Fall-Mail, MDCCLXV. 



Digitized by Google 




-j!t- "}!J“ © -Ji- <3f ~i:t' 

lady’s New-Year’s Gift: 

o R, 

A D V I c E 

TO A 

DAUGHTER. 


AT 


"Dear Daughter, 

FIND, that even our 
•^JM( 1 hl) 6C moft pleafing Thoughts 
^ unquiet *, they 

■ Motion *, and 

MrW can have n® 
.reft whilft it is poflefs’d by a darling 
Paflion. Tou are at prefent the 
jchief Objed of my Care^ as well as 
X ‘ A 2 of 


Digitized by Google 


1 


4 ■ Advice to a Daughter, 

of my Kindnefs^ which Ibmetimes 
throweth me into Vtfions of your 
being happy in the World, that are 
better fuited to my partial IViJhes^ 4j 
than to my realbnable Hopei for you- 
At other times, when my Fears pre- 
vail, I fhrink as if I was ftruck, at 
the Profpedt of Danger^ to which a 
young Woman mull be expofed. 

By how much the more Lively, fo ; 
much the more Liable you are to be 
hurt : as the fineft Plants are fooneft 
nipped by the Froft, Whilft you 
arc playing full of Innocence, the 
fpiteful World will bite, except you 
are guarded by your Caution. Want 
of Care therefore, my dear Child, 
is never to be excufed ; fince, as to 
this World, it hath the fame Effedl: 
as want of Virtue. Such an early 
fprouting Wit requireth fo much 
the more to be Ihelter’d by fome 
Rules, like fomething ftrew’d on ^ 

tender Flowers to preferve them 
from being blafted. You muft take 
it well to be prun’d by fo kind a 

H^d 
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Hand as that of a Father. There 
may be fome Bitternefs in meer 
Obedience : The natural Love of 
Liberty may help to make the 
Commands of a Parent harder to 
go down : Some inward Refiftance 
there will be, where Power and not 
Choice maketh us move. But when 
a Father layeth afide his Authority, 
and perfuadeth only by his Kind-% 
nefs, you will never anfwer it to 
Good-Nature, if it hath not weight 
with you. 

A . great Part of what is faid in 
the ^o\\omc\^Difcourfe may be above 
the prefent growth of your Under- 
ftanding *, blit that becoming every 
Day Taller, will, in a little time, 
reach up to ir, fo as to make it 
eafy to you. I am willing to begin 
with you before your Mind is quite 
form’d, that being the Time in 
which it is mod capable of receiv- 
ing a Colour that will laft when it 
is mixt with it. Few things are 
well learnt, but by early Precepts : 

A3 Thole 
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6 * \Advlce to a Daughter, 

Thofe well infus’d, make them 
tural ; and we are never fure of re- 
taining what is valuable, till by a 
continued Habit we have made it a j 
Piece of us. 

Whether my Skill can draw the 
Pidure of a fine Woman, may be a 
Queftion : But it can be none, That 
1 have drawn that of a kind Father: 

If you will take an exad Copy, I 
will fo far prefume upon my Work- 
manlhip, as to undertake you fliall 
not make an ill Figure. Give me fo 
much Credit as to try, and I am fure 
that neither your Wifhes nor mine 
fliall be difappointed by it. 



RELIGION. 

T he firft thing to be conflder- 
ed, is Religion, It muft he 
the chief Objed of your Thoughts, 
fince it would be a vain thing to di* 

red 
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re6l your Behaviour in the World, 
and forget that which you are to 
have towards him who made it. In 
a ftri( 5 l Senfe, it is the only thing 
necelTary : You muft take it into your 
M/W, and from thence throw it into 
your Hearty where you are to em- 
brace it fo clofe as never to lofe the 
PoJfeJJion of it. But then it is necef- 
fary to diftinguifh between xh^Reality 
and the Pretence. 

Religion does not confift in believ- 
ing the Legend of the Nurfery^ 
where Children with their Milk are 
fed with the Tales of Witches, Hob- 
goblins, Prophecies and Miracles. 

We fuck in fo greedily thefe early 
Mijlakes^ that our riper Underjlanding 
hath much ado to cleanfe our Minds 
from this kind of l^rajh : The Sto- 
ries ar^ fo entertaining, that we do' 
not only, believe them, but relate 
them ; which makes the Difcovcry 
of the T'ruth fomewhat grievous, 
when it makes us lofe fuch a Field 
of Impertinence, where we might 

A 4 have: 
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8 Advice to a Daughter, 

have diverted ourfelves, befides the 
throwing fome Shame upon us for 
having ever received them. This is 
making the World a JeJi^ and impu- 
ting to God Almighty, That the 
Province he afligneth to the Devil, 
is to play at Blind-man’s-buff, and 
Ihew Tricks with Mankind ; and is 
fo far from being Religion^ that it is 
not Senfe^ and hath right only to be 
called that kind of Devotion^ of 
•which Ignorance is the 'undoubted 
Mother^ without competition or dif- 
pute. Thefe Miftakes are therefore 
to be left off with your Hanging- 
fleeves, and you ought to be as much 
out of Countenance to be found with 
• them about you, as to be feen play- 
ing with Babies, at an Age when 
other things are expefled from you. 

The next thing to be obferv’d to 
you, is, That Religion doth as little 
confifl in loud Anfwers and devout 
Convulfions at Church, or Praying 
in an extraordinary manner. Some 
Ladies are fo cxtream ilirring at 

Churchy 
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Churchy that one would fwear the 
Worm in their Confcience made them 
fo unquiet. Others will have fuch 
a divided Face between a Devout 
Goggle, and an Inviting Glance, that 
the unnatural Mixture ma'keth even 
the heft Looks to be at that time ridi- 
culous. Thefe afFefted Appearances 
are ever fufpedled, like very ftrong 
Perfumes, which are generally 
thought no very good Symptoms in 
thofe that make ufe of them. Let 
your Earneftnefs therefore be reler- 
ved for your Clofet, where you may 
have God Almighty to yourfelf: 
In Public be ftill and calm, neither 
undecently Carelefs, nor Affehled in 
the other Extream. 

It is not true Devotion, to put 
on an angry Zeal againft thofe who- 
may be of a different Perfuafion 
Partiality to ourfelves makes us 
.often miftake it for a Duty, to faU 
hard upon others in that Cafe •, and 
being pufh’d on by Selftconceity we 
ftrike without Mercy, believing that 
. . A 5, the 


10 Mvice to a Daughter, 

the Wounds we give are Meritorious y 
and that we are fighting God 
Al M I G H T Y*s Quarrel ; when the 
Truth is, we are only fetting out 
ourfelves. Our Devotion too ofterj 
brcaketh out into that Shape which 
moft agreeth with that particular 
temper. The Cholerick grow into a 
hardened Severity againfl: all who 
diflent from them ; fnatch at all the 
Texts of Scripture that fuit with 
x\\t\v Complexion •, and becaufe God’s 
Wrath was fome time kindled,, they 
conclude. That Anger is a Divine 
Virtue *, and are fo far from imagin- 
ing their ill-natur’d Zeal requireth 
an Apology^ that they value them- 
felves upon it, and triumph in it. 
Others^ whofe Nature is more Cre- 
dulous than ordinary, admit no 
Bounds or Meafure to it; they 
grow as proud of extending their 
Faithy as Princes are of enlarging 
their Dominions ; not confidering, 
that our Faiths like our Stomachy is 
capable of being overcharg’d ; and 
3 that 
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that as the lafl: is deftroyed by tak- 
• ing in more than it can digeO, fo- 
our Reafon may be extinguifhed by 
opprefiing it with the Weight of too 
many flrange things ; efpecially if 
we are forbidden to chew what we 
are commanded to fwallow. The 
Melancholy and the Sullen^ are apt to 
place a great part of their Religion in 
dejeded or illduimour’d Looks^ put- 
ting on an unfociable Face,, and de- 
claiming againft the innocent En- 
tertainment of Ufe^ with as much. 
Sharpnefs as they could beftow upon? 
the greateft Crimes.. This generally 
is only a Vizard, there is feldom any - 
thing real in it. No other thing is- 
the better for being Sour ; and . k 
would be hard that Religion fhould: 
be fo, which is the beft of things. . 
In the mean time, it may be faid^ 
with Truth, that this furly kind of ' 
Devotion hath, perhaps,... done little 
lefs Hurt in the World, by frighting,., 
than the moft fcandalous Examples- 
have done by infeding it. - 

Having^ 
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Having told you in thcfe few 
Inftances, to which many more 
might be added, what is not true 
Religion ; it is time to defcribe to ^ 
you what is fo. The ordinary T>e- 
finiticns of it are no more like it, 
than the common Sign-pofts are like 
the Princes they would reprefent. 

The unfkilful Daubers in all Ages 
have generally laid on fuch ill Co- 
lours^ and drawn fuch harfh Lines^ 
that the Beauty of it is not eafily to 
be difcerned : They have put in all 
the forbidding Features that can be 
thought of; and, in the firft place, 
have made it an irreconcileable Ene- 
my to Nature^ when, in reality, 
they are not only Friends but Twins^ 
born together at the fame time *, and 
it is doing violence to them both, to 
. go about to have them feparated. 
Nothing is fo kind and fo inviting as 
true and U7ifophiJiicated Religion : In- \ 
Head of impofing unneceffary Bur- 
dens upon our Nature^ it eafeth us 
©f the greater weight of our Pajfions^ 

3 or 
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Religion. 13 

or Mijlakes : Inftead of fubduing us 
with Rigour, it redeemeth us fronn 
the Slavery we are in to ourfelves, 
who are the moft fevere Mailers, 
whilft we are under the Ufurpation 
of our Jppetites let loofe and not re- 
flrained. 

Religion is a chearful thing, fo far 
from being always at Cuffs with 
' Good Humour, that it is infeparably 
united to it. Nothing unpleafant 
belongs to it, though the Spiritual 
Cooks have done their unlkilful part 
to give an ill Relijh to it. A wife 
Epicure would be Religious for the 
fake of Pleafure ; good Senfe is the 
' Foundation of both •, and he is a 
Buftgler who aimeth at true Luxury, 
but where they are join’d. 

Religion is exalted Reafon, refined 
• and'fifted from the grofler Parts of 
it. It dwelleth in the upper Re- 
gion of the Mind, where there are 
itvjtr Clouds ' or Mijis to darken or 
offend it ; It is both the Foundation 
and the Crown of all Virtues : It is 

Morality 
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Morality improved and raifed to its 
Height, by being carried nearer Hea- 
ven^ the only Place where Perfection 
refideth. It cleanfeth the Underjiand- ^ 
tng^ and brufheth off the Earth that 
hangeth about our Souls. It doth 
not want the Hopes and the Terrors 
which are made ufeof to fupport it; 
neither ought it to defcend to the 
borrowing any Argument out of iN 
felf, fince there we may find every 
thing that fhould invite us. If we 
were to be hired to Religion^ it is 
able to out* bid the corrupted World, 
with all it can offer to us, being fo 
much the richer of the two, in every 
thing where is admitted to be 

a Judge of the Value.. 

Since this is fo,. it is- worth your 
Pains to make Religion your Choice, 

, and not to make ufe of it only as a 
Refuge. There are Ladies, who find- 
ing by the too vifible Decay of their * 
good Looks, that they can fhine no- 
more by that Lights put on the Var^ 
fiijh ' of an affedled Devotion, ta: 

keep. 
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keep up fome kind of Figure in the 
World. They take Sanduary in the 
Churchy when they are purfued by, 
growing Contempt^ which will not be 
ftopt, but followeth them to the 
jiliar. Such late Penitence is only 
a Difguife for the tormenting Grief 
of being no more handfome. That 
is the killing Thought which draw- 
eth the Sighs and Tears, that appear- 
eth outwardly to be applied to a bet- 
ter End. 

There are many who have an 
Aguijb Devotion^, hot and cold Fits, 
long IntermilTions, and violent Rap- 
tures. This Unevennefs is by all 
^ means to be avoided. Let your 
Method be a fteady Courfe of good 
Life, that may run like a fmooth 
Stream, and he a perpetual Spring 
to furnifli the continued Exercife of 
Virtue, Your Devotion may be ear- 
neft, but it muft be unconftrain’d ; 
and» like other Duties, you. muft 
make it your Pleafure too, or elfe it 
■will have very little Efficacy* By 
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this Rule you may bell judge of' 
your own Heart. Whilft thofe Du- 
ties are Joys^ it is an Evidence of 
their being fincere •, but when they 
are a Penance,^ it is a fign that your 
Nature maketh fome re fi (lance ; and 
whilft that lafteth, you can never be 
entirely fecure of yourfelf. 

If you are often unquiet, and too 
nearly touched by the crofs Acci- 
dents of Life^ your Devotion is not 
of the right Standard ; there is too 
much Allay in it. That which is 
right and unmixt, taketh away the 
Sting of every thing that would 
trouble you : It is like a healing 
Balm^ that extinguiihes the Sharp- 
nefs of the Blood : fo this fofteneth. 
and' difTolveth the Anguijh of the 
Mind. A devout Mind hath the 
Privilege of being free from Paf- 
ftons.^ as fome Climates are from all 
venomous kind of Creatures. It will 
raife you above the little Vexations.^ 
to which others, for want of it, will 
be expofed, and bring you to a 
' temper ^ 



R E L'l G I O N. 17 

'Temper^ not of ftupid Indifference^ but 
of fuch a wife Refignation^ that you 
may live in the IVorld^ fo as it may 
hang about you like a loofe Garment, 
and not tied too clofe to you. 

Take heed of running into that ' 
common Error^ of applying God’s 
Judgments upon particular Occa- • 
lions. Our Weights and Meafures f 
are not competent to make the Di- j 
ftribution either of his Mercy ox his 1 
JuJiice: He hath thrown a Veil over ! 
thefe things, which makes it not I 
only an. Impertinence^ but a kind of ; 
'Sacrilege^ for us to give Sentence in 
them without his Commiffion. 

As to your particular Faith^ keep 
to the Religion that is grown up 
with you, both as it is beft in it- 
felf, and that the Reafon of flaying 
in it upon that Ground is fomewhac 
ftronger for your Sex, than it will, 
perhaps, be allowed to be for ours, 
in refped that the voluminous En- 
quiries into the Fruthy by Reading, 
are lefs expeded from you. The 

Beft 
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Bejl of Books will be Direflion enough 
to you not to change *, and whilft 
you are fix’d and fufficiemly con- 
firm’d in your own Mind^ you will 
do beft to keep V 2 i\n Doubts^ and 
Sjruples^i fuch adiftance, that they 
may'give ^Tdu no Difquiet. 

Let me recommend to you a 
Method of being rightly inform’d, 
which can never fail : It is, in fhorr, 
this : Get Under ft anding^ and practife 
Virtue, And if you are fo Blejfed as 
to have thofe for your Sbare^ it is 
not furer that there is a God, than 
it is, that by Him all Necejfary truths 
will be reveal’d to you. 

Husband. 

T hat which challengeth the 
next place in your 1 houghts 
is, how to live with a Hujband, And 
though that is fo larg« a Word, tha't 
Rides can be fix.’d to it which 

are I 
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are unchangaeble, the Methods being 
as various as the feveral Tempers of 
Men to which they muft be fuited \ 
yet I cannot omit fome General Ob- 
fervations^ which, with the Help of 
your own, may the better diredb 
you in the part of your Life upon 
which your Happinefs moft depend- 
eth. 

It is one of the Difadvantages 
belonging to your Sex^ that young 
Women are fcldom permitted to 
make their own Choice *, their Friends- 
Care and Experience are thought 
fafer Guides to them, than their own 
Fancies: and their Modejiy often for- 
biddeth them to refufe when their 
Parents recommend, though their 
inward Confent may not entirely go 
along with it. In this Cafe there re- 
maineth nothing for them to do, but 
to endeavour to make that eafy 
which falleth to their Lot^ and by 
a wife Ufe of every thing they may 
diflike in a Hujhand^ turn that, by 
degrees, to be very fupportable, 

which. 


Digitized by GoogI 
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which, if negle(5led, might, in time, 
beget an Averfion. 

You muft firft lay it down for a 
Foundation in general. That there 
is Inequality in the Sexes, and that 
for the better Oeconomy of the 
World, the Men^ who were to be 
the Lawgivers, had the larger (hare 
of Reafon bellowed upon them, by 
which means your Sex is the better 
prepared for the Compliance that is 
neceflary for the better Performance 
of thofe Duties which feem to be 
mod properly affign’d to it. This 
looks a little uncourtly at the firft 
Appearance •, but, upon Examina- 
tion, it will be found, that Nature is 
fo far from being unjuft to you, that 
(he is partial on our Side. She hath 
made you fuch large Amends by other 
Advantages, for the feeming Injti- 
ftice of the firft Diftribution, that 
the Right of Complaining is come 
over to our Sex. You have it in 
your Power not only to free your- 
(elves, but to fubdue your Mafters, 

and 
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and without Violence throw both 
their Natural and Legal Authority at 
your Feet. We are made of differ- 
ing Tempers^ that our Defeats may 
the better be mutually fupplied: 
Your Sex wanteth our Reafon for 
yowv Condu5iy and our Strength for 
your Prote£iion : Ours wanteth 

your Gentlenefs to foften and to en- 
tertain us. The firft Part of our 
Life is a good deal fubjeded to you 
in the Nurfery, where you reign 
without Competition, and by that 
means have the advantage of giving 
the firft Imprejfwns. Afterwards you 
have ftronger Influences, which, well 
managed, have more force on your 
behalf, than all our Privileges and 
JuriJdiSlions can pretend to have a- 
gainft you. You have more Strength 
in your Looks^ than we have in our 
Laws ; and more Power by your 
2" ears^ than we have by our ArgU'- 
mnts. 

It is true, that the Laws of Mar- 
riage run in a harfher Stile towards 

your 
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your Sex, Obey\^ an ungenteel Word, 

^nd lefs eafy to be digefted, by mak- 
ing luch an unkind Diftindion in the 
Words of the Contra(5l, and fo very ^ 
unfuitable to the Excefs of Good 
Manner generally goes before 
it. Befides, the Univerfality of the 
Rule feemeth to be a Grievance,, and 
it appeareth reafonable, that there 
might be an Exemption for extraor- 
dinary Women from ordinary Rules, 
to take away the juft Exception that 
lieth.againft the falfe Meafure of 
general Equality . 

It may be alledged by the Counfel 
retained by your Sex, that as there 
is in all other Laws an Appeal from 
the Letter to the Equity,, in Cafes 
that require it; it is as reafonable, 
that fame Court of a larger Jurif- 
didion might be eredled, where fome 
Wives might refort and plead fpeci-- 
ally. And in fuch Inftances, where 
Nature is fo kind, as to raife them 
. above the • of their own Sex^ 
they might have Reliefs and obtain 
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a Mitigation in their own Particular, 
of a Sentence which was given gene- 
rally againft Womankind, The Cau- 
fes of Separation are now fo very 
coarfe, that few are confident enough 
to buy their Liberty at the Price of 
having their Modefly fo expofed. 
And for Difparity of Minds^ which 
above all other things requireth a 
Remedy^ the Laws have made no 
Provifion\ fo little refined are num- 
bers .of Men, by whom they are 
compil’d. This, and a great deal 
more might be faid to give a Colour 
to the Cornplalnt. 

But the Anfwerto it, in fliort, is, 
that the Inftitution of Marriage is too 
facred .to admit a Liberty of objebUng 
to it : That the Suppofition of 
yours being the weaker Sex, having 
without all doubt a good Founda- 
tion, maketh it reafonable to fubjedt 
it to the Mafculine Dominion: That 
no Rule can be fo perfed, as not to 
admit fome Exceptions : But the Law 
prefumeth there would be fo few 

found 
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found in this Cafe, who would have 
a fufficient Right to fuch a Privi- 
lege, that it is fafer fome Injuftic^ 
fhould be conniv'd at in a very few 
Inftances, than to break into an 
Eftablifhment, upon which the Or- 
der of human Society doth fo much 
depend. 

You are therefore to make your 
beft of what is fettled by Law and 
Cujlom^ and not vainly imagine, that 
it will be changed for your fake. But 
that you may not be difeouraged, as* 
if you lay under the Weight of an 
incurable Grievance^ you are to know, 
that by a wife and dexterous CondudV, 
it will be in your Power to relieve 
yourfelf from any thing that look- 
. eth like a Difadvantage to it. For 
your better Diredion, I will give a 
hint of the moft ordinary Caufes of 
Diffatisfa5Hon between Man and 
Wife, that you may be able by fuch « 

a Warning to live fo upon your ' 

Guardy that when you fhall be mar- 
ried, you may know how to cure 

your 
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your Hujhand^s Mijiakes^ and topre* 
vent your owa. 

Firft then you are to confider, 
you live in a Time that hath ren- 
dered -fome kind of Frailties fo ha- 
bitual, that they lay claim to large 
Grains of Allowance, The World in 
this is fomewhat unequal, and our 
Sex feemeth fo play the Tyrant in di- 
ftinguilhing for ourfelves, 

by making that in the utmoft degree 
Criminal in the IVoman^ wliich in a 
Man paflfeth under a much gentler 
Cenfure, The Root and the Excufe 
of this Injuftice, is the Prefervation 
of Families from any Mixture which 
may bring a Blemifh to them : And 
whilft the Point of Honour continues 
to be fo placed, it Teems unavoid- 
able to give your Sex the greater 
fhare of the Penalty. But’if in this 
it lieth under any hifadvantagey you 
are more than recompens’d, by hav- 
ing the Honour of Families in your 
keeping. The Confideration fo great 
a Truft muft give you, maketh full 

B Amends ; 
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Amends *, and this Power the World 
hath lodged in you, can hardly fail 
to reftrain the Severity of an ill Huf- 
band, and to improve the Kindnefs 
and EQeem of a^i'^^one. This be- 
ing fo, remember. That next to the 
Danger of comnnUing the Fault your- 
felf, the greateft is that of feeing it 
in your Hufband. Do not feem to 
look or hear that way : If he is a 
Man of Senfe he will reclaim him- . 
felf-, the Folly of it, is of itfelf 
fufficient to cure him : If he is not 
lb, he will be provoked, but not re- 
formed. To expollulate in thefe 
Cafes, looketh like declaring War, 
and preparing Reprifals •, which, to 
a thinking Hvjband^ would be a dan- . 
gerous Reflection. Befides, it is fo 
coarfe aReafon which will be afhgn- 
ed for a Lady’s too great Warmth 
upon fuch an Occafion, that Mode- 
lly, no lefs than Prudence, ought to 
reftrain her : Since fuch an indecent 
Complaint malbes a Wife much more 
, ridiculous,, than the Injury that pro- 
voked 
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voked her to it. But it is yet 
worfe, and more unlkilful, to blaze 
it in the World, expelling it fhould 
rife up in Arms to take her part : 
Whereas flie will hnd, it can have 
no other Effed, than that Ihe will 
be I'erved up in alE Companies, as 
the reigning Jeft at that time ; and 
will continue to be the common En- 
tertainment, till Ihe is refcued by 
fome newer Folly that cometh upon 
the Stage, and driveth her away 
from it. The Impertinence of fuch 
Methods is fo plain, that it doth 
not deferve the Pains of being laid 
open. Be aflured, that in thefc 
Cafes your Difcretion and Silence will 
be the moft prevailing Reproof, An 
affeSled Ignorance^ which is feldom a 
Virtue,^ is a great one here : And 
when your Hujhand feeth how un- 
willing you are to be uneafy, there 
no ftronger Argument to per- 
fuade him not to be unjuft to you. 
Befides, it will naturally make him 
more yielding in other things : And 

B 2 whether 


Digitized by Google 



28 Advice to a Daughter, 

whether it be to cover or redeem his 
Offence^ you may have the good Ef- 
fcdls of it whilft it lafteth, and all 
that while have the moft reafonable 
Ground that can be, of prefuming 
fuch a Behaviour will at laft entire- 
ly convert him. There is nothing 
fo glorious to a Wife^ as a Vidlory 
fo gain’d : A Man fo reclaim’d, is 
for ever after fubje61:ed to her Vir- 
tues and her bearing for a time, is 
more than rewarded by a 'rriumph 
that will continue as Jong as her 
Life. 

The next thing I will fuppofe is. 
That your H-^Jband may love Wine 
more than is convenient. It will be 
granted. That though there are Vices 
of a deeper Dye, there are none that 
have a greater Deformity than this, 
when it is not retrained : But with 
nil this, the lame Cuftom which is 
the more to be lamented for its be- 
ing fo general, fhould make it lefs 
uneafy to every one in particular, 
who is to fulfer by the Effe<51:s of it : 

So 
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So that in the firft place it will be 
no new thing if you fhould have a 
DrunkardiovyouvHuJhand'ySind there 
is ’by too frequent Example Evidence 
enough that fuch a thing may hap- 
pen, and yet a Wife may live too 
without being miferable. Self-love 
didtateth aggravating Words to eve- 
ry thing we feel •, Ruin and Mifery 
are the Terms we apply to whatfo- 
ever we do not like, forgetting the 
Mixture allotted to us by the Con- 
dition of human Life, by which it 
is not intended we fliould be quite 
exempt from Trouble. It is fair, if 
we can efcape fuch a Degree of it 
as would opprefs us, and enjoy fo 
much of the pleafant Part as may 
lefien the ill I'afte of fuch Things as 
are unwelcome to us. Every thing 
hath two Sides •, and for our own 
Eafe we ought to diredt our 
Thoughts to that which may be 
leaft liable to Exception. To fall 
upon the worjl Side of a Drunkard y 
giveth fo unpleafant a Profpedt, that 

B 3 it 


Digitized by Google 


30 Advice to a Daughter. 

it is not pofTible to dwell upon it. 
Let us pafs then to the tnort favour^ 
able Part, as far as a Wife is con- 
cern’d in it. 

I am tempted to fay (if the Irre- 
gularity of the ExprelTion could in 
i)tri(flners be juftified) That a Wife 
is to thank God her Hufhand has 
Faults. Mark the Teeming Paradox, 
my Dear, for your own Inftrudlion, 
it being intended no farther. A 
Hufhand without Faults is a danger- 
ous Obfcrver ; he hath an Eye fo 
piercing, and Teeth every thing fo 
plain, that it is expofed to his full 
Cenfure. And though I will not 
doubt but that your Virtue will dif- 
appoint the lharpeft Enquiries •, yet 
few Women can bear the having all 
they fay ' or do, reprefented in the 
clear Glafs 'of an Underftanding 
without Faults. Nothing fofteneth 
the Arrogance oi our Nature, like a 
Mixture of fome Frailties. It is by 
them we are beft told, that we muft 
not ftrike too hard upon others, bc- 
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caufe we ourfelvcs do fo often de- 
ferve Blows : They pull our Rage 
by the Sleeve, and whifper Gentle- 
nefs to us in our Cenfures, even when 
they are rightly applied. The Faults 
and Pajfwns of Hujbands bring them 
down to yoUj. and make them con- 
tent to live upon lefs unequal Terms, 
than faultlefs Men would be will- 
ing to ftoop to-, fo haughty is 
Mankind till humbled by common 
Weaknefs and DefefVs, which in 
our corrupted State contribute more 
towards the reconciling us to one 
another, than all the Precepts of the 
Pbilofophers and Divines, So that 
where tht Errors of our Nature make 
amends for the Difadvantages of 
yours, it is more your part to make 
ufe of the Benefit^ than to quarrel at 
the Fault, 

Thus in cafe a Drunken Hujhand 
fliould fall to your Share, if you will 
be wife and patient, his Wine .lhall 
be of your Side ; it will throw a Veil 
over your Miftakes, and will fct out 
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and improve every thing you do, 
that he is pleafed with. Others 
will like him Jefs, and by that 
means he may, perhaps, like you the 
more. When after having dined too 
well, he is received at home without 
a Stonn^ or fo much as a reproach- 
fid ’Look^ the IVine will naturally 
work out all in Kindnefs, which a 
Wife rnuft encourage, let it be wrap- 
ped up in never fo much Imperti- 
nence. On the other Side, it would 
boil up into Rage^ if the miftaken 
Wife Ihould treat him roughly, like 
a certain Thing called a kind Sbrew^ 
than which the World, with all its 
Plenty, cannot Ihew a more fenfe- 
lefs, ill-bred, forbidding Creature. 
Confider, that where the Man will 
give fuch frequent Intermiflions of 
the ufe of his Reafon, the Wife in- 
fenfibly getteth a Right of Govern- 
ing in the Vacancy, and that raif- 
eth her Character and Credit in the 
Family, to a higher Pitch than per- 
haps could be done under a fiber 

Hujband^ 
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Hujband^ who never putteth himfelf 
into an Incapacity of holding the 
Reins. If thefe are not entire Confo- 
lations,. at leaft they are Remedies to 
fome Degree. They cannot make 
Drunkennefs a Virtue., nor a Hujband 
given to it a Felicity', but you will 
do yourfelf no ill Office in the en- 
deavouring, by thefe Means, to 
make the beft of fuch a Lot, in cafe 
it ffiould happen to be yours ; and, 
by the help of a wife Obfervation, 
to make that very fuppor table which 
would otherwife be a Load that 
would opprefs you. 

The next Cafe 1 will put is, that 
your Hujband may be Cholerick or III- 
humour'd. To this 'may be faid. 
That pajfionate Men generally make 
amends at the Foot of the Account. 
Such a Man, if he is angry one Day 
without any Caufe, will the next 
Day be as kind without any Rea- 
fon. So that by marking how the 
IVheels of fuch a Man’s Head arc 
ufed to move, you may eafily bring 
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over all his Paflion to your Party. 
Inftcad of being ft ruck down by his 
Thunder, you fhall diredl it where 
and upon whom you ftiall think it 
beft applied. Thus are the ftrongeft 
Pcifons turn’d to the beft Remedies \ 
but then there muft be Art in it, 
and a Jkilful Hand, elfe the leaft 
'bungling makes it mortal. There 
is a great deal of nice Care requifite 
to deal with a Man of this Com- 
plexion. Choler proceedeth from 
Pride, and maketh a Man fo partial 
to himfelf, that he fwelleth againft: 
Contradiction ; and thinketh he is 
lefTened if he is oppofed. You muft: 
in this Cale take heed of increafing 
the Storm, by an unwary IVord, or 
kindling the Fire whilft the Wind is in 
a Corner which may blow it in your 
Face : You are dexteroufly to yield 
every thing till he beginneth to 
cool, and then by flow degrees you 
may rife and gain upon him : Your 
Gentlenefs well timed, will, like a 
Charm, difpel his Anger ill placed ; 
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a kind Smile will reclaim^ when a Jhrill 
pettijh Anfwer would provoke him ; 
rather than fail, upon fuch Occafions, 
when other Remedies are too weak, 
^ a little Flattery may be admitted, 

' which, by being neceflary, will ceafe 
to be criminal. 

If 111 Humours and Sullennefs, and 
not open and fudden Heat is his 
Difeafe, there is a way of treating 
that too, fo as to make it a Griev- 
ance to be endured. In order to it, 
you are firft to know, that naturally 
good Senfe hath a mixture of furly in 
it : And there being fo much Folly 
in the World, and for the moft part 
fo triumphant, it giveth frequent 
Temptations to raife the Spleen of 
Men who think right. Therefore 
that which may be generally called ill 
. Humour^ is not always a Fault *, it be- 
cometh one, when either it is wrong 
applied, or that it is continued too 
■ ^-j0ng, when it is not fo : For this 
Reafon you muft not too haftily fix 
an ill Name upon that which may 

perhaps 
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perhaps not deferve it ; and though 
the Cafe fhould be that your Huf- 
hand might too fourly refent any 
thing he difliketh, it may fo happen 
that more Blame fliall belong to 
your Mijiake than to his III 
mour. If a Hujband behaveth himfelf 
fometimes with an Indifference that a 
JVife may think ofFenfive, (he is in 
the wrong to put the worft Senfe 
upon it, if by any means it will ad- 
mit a better. Some PVives will call 
it III Humour if their Hujbands 
change their Style from that which 
they ufed whilft they made their firft 
Addrefles to them : Others will allow 
no Intermiffwn or Abatement in the 
Expreffions of Kindnefs to them, 
not enough diftinguifhing Times, 
and forgetting that it is impoflible 
for Men to keep themfelves up all 
their Lives to the Height of fome 
extravagant Moments. A Man may 
at fome Times be lefs careful in little 
Things, without any coldordifoblig- 
ing Reafon for it : As a Wife may 

be 
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be too expedling in fmaller Matters, 
without drawing upon herfelf the 
Inference of being unkind.. And if 
your Hujband fhould be really fullen, 
and have fuch frequent Fits, as 
might take away the Excufe of it, it 
concerncth you to have an Eye pre- 
pared to difcern the firft Appear- 
ances of cloudy Weather, and to 
watch when the Fit goeth off, which 
feldom lafteth long if it is let a- 
lone. But whilft the Mind is fore, 
every thing galleth it*, and that mak- 
eth it neceffary to let the Black Hu- 
mour begin to fpend itfclf, before 
you come in and venture to under- 
take it. 

If in the Lottery of the World 
you Ihould draw a Covetous Hujband^ 
I confefs it will not make you proud 
of your good Luck ; yet even fuch a 
one may be endured too, though 
there are few Paffions more untraS:- 
able than that of Avarice. You 
muft firft take care that your Defini- 
tions of Avarice may not be a Miftake. 

r You 
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You arc to examine every Circum- 
(lance of your Hujhand's Fortune, 
and weigh the Reafon of every thing 
you expert from him, before you 
have Right to pronounce the Sen- ^ 
tence. The Complaint is now fo 
general againft all Hujhandsy that it 
giveth great Siifpicion of its being 
often ill-grounded ; it is impoflible 
they (hould all deferve that Cenfure, 
and therefore it is certain that it is 
many times mifapplied. He that 
Jparcth in every thing is an inexcufa- 
ble Niggard ; He that fpareth in no- 
thing, 1% 2ix\ inexcufable Madman. The 
Mean is, to fpare in what is leaft ne- 
ceflTary, to lay out more liberally in 
what is mod required in our feveral 
Circumftances. Yet this will not al- 
ways fatisfy. There are Wives who 
are impatient of the Rules of Oeco- 
nomy, and are apt to call their Huf- 
band's Kindnefs into queftion, if any 
other Meafure is put to their Ex- 
pence than that of their own Fan- 
cy, Be fure to avoid this danger- 
ous 
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ous Error, fuch a Partiality to your- 
felf, which is fo ofFenfive to an un- 
defftanding Man, that he will very 
ill bear a Wife's giving herfelf fuch 
^ an injurious Preference to all the Fa^ 
mily, and whatever belongeth to it. 

But to admit the worft, and that 
your Hujband is really a Clofe-handed 
Wretch^ you mult in this, as in other 
^ Cafes, endeavour to make it lefs 
afflidling to you ; and firft you muft 
obferve feafonable Hours of fpeaking, 
' when you offer any thing in oppo- 
fition to this reigning Humour; a 
third Hand and a wife Friend may 
often prevail more than you will be 
allowed to do in your own Caufe. 
Sometimes you are dexteroufly to 
go along with him in things where 
you fee that the niggardly part of 
his Mind is mod predominant, by 
which you will have the better Op- 
portunity of perfuading him in 
^ / things where he may be more in- 
. ' different. Our Paffions are very un- 
equal, and are apt to be raifed or 
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lefTened, according as they work up- 
on different Objecls v they are not 
to be ftopped or reftrained in thofe 
things where our Mind is more par- 
ticularly engaged. In other Matters 
they are more tra6lable, and will 
fometimes give Reafon a Hearing, 
and admit a fair Difpute. More 
than that, there are few Men, even 
in this Inftance of yh'arice^ fo en- 
tirely abandon’d to it, that at fome 
Hours, and upon fome Occafions, 
will not forget their Natures, and 
for that time turn Prodigal. The 
fame Man who will grudge himfelf 
what is neceffary^ let his Pride be 
raifed and he (hall be profufe ; at an- 
other time his Anger fhall have the 
fame Effedt ; a Fit of Vanity^ Ambi- 
tion^ and fometimes of Kindnefs^ (hall 
open and enlarge his narrow Mind ; 
a Dofe of Wine will work upon this 
tough Humour, and for the time 
diflolve it. Your Bufmefs muff be, 
if this Cafe happeneth, to watch 
thefc critical Moments^ and not let 

one 
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one of them flip without making 
your Advantage of it *, And a fVife 
may be faid to want Skilly if by thefe 
Means flie is not able to fecure her- 
felf, in a good meafure, againfl: the 
Inconveniencies this fcurvy Quality 
in her Husband might bring upon 
her, except he Ihould be fuch an in- 
curable Monfter as I hope will never 
fall to your Share, 

The laft Suppofition I will make, 
is, That if your Husband fliould be 
weak and incompetent to make ufe of 
the Privileges that belong to him. 
It will be yielded, that fuch a one 
leaveth room for a great many Ob- 
jedlions: But God Almighty feldom 
fendeth a Grievance without a Reme^^ 
cfyi or at lead fuch a Mitigation as 
taketh away a great Part of the 
Sting and the Smart of it. To 
make fuch a Misfortune lefs heavy, 
you are firft to bring to your Ob- 
fervation. That a H^tfe very often 
maketh a better Figure for \itvHuf- 
band's making no great one : And 

there 
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there feemeth to be little Reafon, 
why the fame Lady that chufetb a 
Waiting Woman with worfe Looksy 
may not be content with a Husband 
with lefs Wit ; ^the Argument be- 
ing equal from the Advantage of 
the Comparifon. If you will be 
more afhamed in fome Cafes, of fuch 
a Husband^ you will be lefs afraid 
than you would, perhaps, be of a wife 
one. His unfeafonable Weakness may, 
no doubt, fometimes grieve you ; but 
then fet again ft this, that it giveth 
you the Dominion^ if you will make 
the right ufe of it. It is next to 
his being dead, in which Cafe the 
Wife has -Right to Adminifter ; 
therefore be fure, if you have fuch 
an Idiot, that none except yourfelf 
may have the Benefit of the For- 
feiture : Such a Fool is a dangerous 
Beaft, if others have the keeping of 
him •, and you muft be very undex- 
terous, if when your Husband (hall 
refolve to be an Afs, you do not take 
care he may be your Afs. But you 
I muft 
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mufl: go Ikilfully about it, and 
above all things, take heed of di- 
ftinguifhing in Public what kind 
of Husband he is : Your inward 
Thoughts mull not hinder the out- 
ward Payment of the Confideration 
that is due to him : Your flighting 
him in Company^ belides that it 
would, to a difcerning By-ftander, ■ 
give too great Encouragement for 
the making nearer Applications to 
you, is in itfelf fuch an unde- 
cent way of afluming, that it may 
provoke the tame Creature to break 
loofe, and to Ihew his Dominion for 
his Credit, which he was content 
to forget for Eafe. In Ihorr, the 
fureft and moll approved Method 
will be, to do like a wife Minifler to 
an eafy Prince *, firft give him the 
Orders you afterwards receive from 
him. 

With all this, that which you are 
Jf to pray for, is a wife Husband 5 one 
that by knowing how to be a Ma- 
fter^ for that very Reafon, will not 

let 
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let you feel the Weight of it •, one 
whofe Authority is fo foftened by 
his Kindnefs, that it giveth you 
Eafe without abridging your Liber- 
ty \ one that will return fo much ^ 
Tendernefs for your juft Efteem of 
him, that you will never want Lower ^ 
though you will feldom care to ufe 
it. Such a Husband is as much a- 
bove all the other kinds of them, as 
a rational Subjeblion to a Frince^ great 
in himfelf, is to be preferred before 
the Difquiet and Uneafinefs of Vn- 
limited Liberty, 

Before I leave this Head, I rrtuft 
add a little concerning your Behavi- 
our to your Husband^ Friends^ which 
requireth the mod refined Part of 
your Underdanding to acquit your- 
lelf well of it. You are to itudy 
how. to live with them, with more 
Care than you are to apply to any 
other Part of your Life *, efpecially 
at firft, that you may not flumble ^ 
at the firft fetting out. The Family 
into which you are grafted will ge-. 
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nerally be apt to exped, that like a 
Stranger in a foreign Country, you 
(hould conform to their Methods, 
5^ and not bring in a new Model by 
your own Authority. The Friends 
in fuch a Cafe are tempted to rife 
up in Arms as againft an unlawful 
Invafion ; fo that you are with the 
utmoft Caution to avoid the lead 
Appearances of any thing of this 
. . kind. And that you may with lefs 
^ Difficulty afterwards give your Di- 
redions, be fure at firft to receive 
them from your Hushand^s Friends. 
Gain them to you by early apply- 
ing to them, and they will be fo fa- 
tisfied, that as nothing is more thank- 
ful than Pride, when it is complied 
with, they will ftrive which of them 
fhall moft recommend you : and when 
they have helped you to take Root 
in your Hushand\ good Opinion, 
you will have lefs Dependance upon 
^ theirs •, though you muft not neg- 
led any reaibnable Means of prefer- 
ving it. You are to confider, that a 

Man 
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Man governed by his Friends^ is 
very eafily inflamed by them ; and 
that one who is not fo, will yet for 
his own fake expeft to have them ^ 
confidered. It is eafily improved 
to a point of Honour in a Hushand\ 
not to have his Relations negleded ; 
and nothing is more dangerous, 
than to raife an Objeftion, which 
is grounded upon Pride : It is the 
mofl: ftubborn and lafting PalTion 
we are fubjcdt to, and where it is , 
the firfl: Caufe of the IVar.^ it is very 
hard to make a fecure Peace. Your 
Caution in this is of the lafl: Import- 
ance to you. 

And that you may the better fuc- 
ceed in it, carry a ftridt Eye upon 
the Impertinence of your Servants •, 
take heed that their ill Humour may 
not engage you to take Exceptions, 
of their too much aflfuming in fmall 
Matters, raife Confequences which \ 
may bring you under a great Difad- 
vantage. Remember that in the Cafe 
of a Ro^'al Bride, thofe about her are 

generally 
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generally fo far fufpeded to bring 
in a Foreign Intereff, that in moft 
Countries they are infenfibly redu- 
ced to a very fmall Number, and- 
thole 'of fo low a Figure, that it 
doth not admit the being Jealeus 
of them. In little and in the Pro- 
portion, this may be the Cafe of 
every New-married Woman^ and 
therefore it may be more advife- 
able for you, to gain the Servants 
you find in a Family, than to tic 
yoLirfelf too faft to thofe you carry 
into it. 

You are not to overlook thefe 
fmall Kefle6tions, becaufe they may 
appear low and inconfiderable j for 
it may be faid, that as the greateft 
Streams are made of the fmall 
Drcps at the Head of the Springs- 
from whence they are derived ; fo 
ihfi greater Circumjiances of your Life 
v/ill be in fome degree direded by 
thefe feeming Trifles ; which having 
the Advantage ot being the firft 
of it, have a greater Effed than fing- 
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ly in their own Nature they could 
pretend to. 

I will conclude this Article with 
my Advice, that you would, as 
much as Nature will give you leave, 
endeavour to forget the great Indul- 
gence you have found at home. Af- 
ter fuch a gentle Difcipline as you 
have been under, every thing you 
diflike will feem the harlher to you. 
The Tendernefs we have had for 
you, wy Bear^ is of another nature, 
peculiar to kind Parents, and differ- 
ing from that which you will meet 
with firfl: in any Family, into which 
you fhall be tranfplanted ; and yet 
they may be very kind too, and af- 
ford no juftifiable Reafon to you to 
complain. You muft not be fright- 
ed with the firft Appearances of a 
differing Scene: for when you are 
uM to it, you may like the Houfe 
you go to better than that you left ; 
and your ^Hujband^s Kindnefs will 
have fb much Advantage of ours, 
that we fhall yield up all Competitiorty 

and 


Digitized by Goo^li 



House, Family, &c, 49 

and as well as we love you, be very 
well contented to furrender to fuch 
a Rival, 


H OUSE, Family, and 
Children. 

O U muft lay before you. My 
Deary there are degrees of Care 
to recommend yourfelf to the World 
in the feveral Parts of your Life. In 
many things, tho’ the doing them 
well may raife your Credit and 
Efteenty ytt the OmifTion of them 
would draw no immediate Reproach 
upon you : In others, where your 
Duty is more particularly appli- 
ed, the NegleSi of them is amongft 
thofe Faults which are not forgiven, 
and will bring you under a Cenfurey 
which will be a much heavier Thing 
than the Trouble you would avoid. 
Of this Kind is the Government of 

C your 
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your Houfe^ Family^ and Children \ 
which fince it is the Province allot- 
ted to your Sex, and that the dif- 
charging it well^ will, for that Reafon, 
be expeded from you ; if you either 
defert it out of Laztnefs^ or manage 
it ill, for want of Skills in Head of a 
Help^ you will be an Incumbrance to 
the Family where you are plac’d. ' 

I mull: tell you, that no RefpeB is 
lafting but that which is produced 
by our being in fome degree ufeful to 
thofe that pay it. Where that fail- 
eth, the Homage and the Reve- 
rence go along with ir, and fiy to 
others where fomething may be ex- 
pedted in exchange for them. And 
upon this Principle the RefpeSls even 
of the Children and the Servants wdll 
not ftay with one that doth not 
think them worth their Care ; and 
the old Houfe-keeper fliall make a bet- 
ter Figure in the Family^ than the 
Lady with all her fineCloaths, if fhe 
wilfully relinquifhes her Title to the 
' Government, Therefore take heed of 
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carrying your good- Breeding to fuch a 
height, as to be good for nothing, 
and to be proud of it. Some think 
it hath a great Air to be above 
troubling their Thoughts with fuch 
ordinary Things as their Hotife and 
Family •, others dare not admit 
for fear they ihould haften JVrinkles \ 
miftaken Pride maketh fome think 
they muft keep themfelves up, and 
not defcend to ihefe Duties, which 
do not feem enough refin’d for great 
Ladies to be employ’d in: forgetting 
all this w hile, that it is more than 
the greateft Princes can do, at once 
to preferve Refpedt, and to neglect 
their Biifiners. No Age ever eretfled 
Altars to injignificant Gods: They 
liad all fome ^ality applied to them 
to draw PForJhip from Mankind \ 
this maketh it the more unreafona- 
ble for a Lady to expert to be confi- 
dered, and at the fame time refolve 
not to deferve it. Good Looks alone 
will not dov they are not- iii£h_4iir 
lading Tenure as to be relied upon ; 
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and if they (hould (lay longer than 
they ufually do, it will by no means 
be fafe to depend upon them : For 
when Time hath abated the Violence 
of the firft liking, and that the Napp * 
is a little worn off, though ftill a 
good degree of Kindnefs may re- 
main, Men recover their Sight which 
before might be dazzled, and allow 
themfelves to objed as well as to 
admire. 

In fuch a Cafe, when a Hujbayid 
feeth an empty airy Thing fail up ■ • 
and down the Houfe to no kind of 
Purpofe, and look as if (he came 
thither only to make a Vifit : When 
he findeth that after her Emplinefs 
hath been extreme bufy about fome 
very fenfelefs Thing, fhe ears her 
Breakfaft half an Hour before Din- 
ner, to be at greater liberty to af- 
fli(5l the Company with her Dif- 
courfe; then calleth for her Coach, 
that fhe may trouble her Acquain- 
tance, who are already cloy’d with 
her : And having fome proper Dia^ 
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logues ready to difplay her FooliJJj 
Eloquence 2 it the top of the Stairs, fhe 
fettech out like a (hip out of the 
Harbour, laden with Trifles, and 
cometh back with them : At her 
Return (he rcpeateth to her faithful 
Waiting-Woman, the triumphs of 
that Day’s Impertinence •, then wrap- 
ped up in Flattery and clean Linen, 
goeth to Bed fo fatisfled, that ic 
throweth her into pleafanc Dreams 
of her own Felicity. Such a one is 
feldom ferious but with her "Faylor \ 
her Children and Family may now 
and then have a random Thought, 
but (he never taketh aim but at fome- 
thing very impertinent. 1 fay, when 
a Hujhand^ whofe Province is with- 
out Doors, and to whom the Oeco- 
nomy of the Houfe would be in 
ibme degree indecent, findeth no 
Order nor ^iet in his Family^ meet- 
eth with Complaints of all Kinds 
fpringing from this Root •, the mif- 
taken Lady^ who thinketh to make 
amends for all this, by having a 
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wdl-chofen Petticoat., will at lafl be 
convinced of her Error., and v;ith 
Grief to be forc’d to undergo the Pe- 
nalties that beloncT to thofe who are 
wiltuily hijignificant. When this 
i'curvy Hour cometh upon her, (be 
firft groweth angry j then when the 
time of it is paft, would, perhaps, 
grow UDifer., not remembering that 
we can no more have JVtfdom than 
Grace j whenever we think fit to call 
for it. There are Times and Peri- 
ods fixed for both ; and when they, 
are too long neglected, the Punifh- 
ment is, that they are irrecoverable^ 
and nothing remaining but an ufe- 
lefs Grief tor the Folly of having 
thrown them out of our Power. You 
are to think what a mean Figure a 
Woman maketh, when (be is fo de- 
graded by her own Fault ; where- 
as there is nothing in thofe Duties 
which are expeded from you, that 
can be a jellening to you, except 
your want of CondutJ makes it lb. 
You may love your Children without 
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living in the Nurfer)\ and you may - 
have a ccmpeteyit and di [erect Care of 
them, without letting it break out 
upon the Company, or expofing 
yourfelf by turning your Difcourle 
that way •, which is a kind of Laying 
Children to the Parijh, and it can 
hardly be done any where, that 
thofe who hear it will be fo forgiv- 
ing, as not to think they are over- 
charged with them. A Woman’s 
Tendernefs to her Children, is one of 
the lead deceitful Evidences of her 
Virtue *, but yet the way of expref- 
fing it, mud be fubjedl: to the Rula 
good Breeding : And though a 
man of Quality ought not to be lefs 
kind to them, than Mothers of the 
meanefi Rank are to theirs, yet fhe 
mav dininouifh herfclf in the Man- 
tier, and avoid the coarfe Methods 
which in Women of a lower Size 
might be more excufable. You mud 
begin early to make them love you, 
that they may obey you. This Mix- 
ture is no where more necefiary than 
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in Children. And I muft tell you> 
that you are not to expert Returns 
of Kindnefs from yours, if you ever 
have any, without Grains of Allow- 
ance ; and yet it is not fo much a 
Defe£i in the'w good Nature^2^s 2 l Shorts 
nefs of thought in them. Their firfl 
Infuficiency maketh them lean fo en- 
tirely upon their Parents for what is 
iiecejfary^ that the Hahit of it maketh 
them continue the fame Expediation 
for what is unreafonable ; and as 
often as they are denied^ fo often they 
think they are injur'd: And whiift 
their Reafon's yet in the Cradle, their 
Anger looketh no farther than the 
Thing they longfor and cannot have; 
and to be difpleafed iov their own 
good^ is a Maxim they are very flow 
to underfland : So that you may 
conclude, the firfl: Thoughts of your 
Children will have no fmall Mixture 
of Mutiny ; which being fo natural, 
you mult not be angry, except you 
would increafe it. You mufl; deny 
them as fddom as you can, and 

when 
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* when there is no avoiding it, yon 
muft do it gently ; you muft flatter 
away their ill Humour, and take the 
next Opportunity of pleafing them 
^ in fome other Thing, before they 
either aik or look for it: This will 
ftrengthen your Authority^ by mak- 
ing it foft to them ; and confirm 
their Obedience^ by making it their 
Interefl. You are to have as ftrict a 
Guard upon yourfelf amongfl your 
Children^ as if you were amongft. 
your Enemies, They are apt to 
make wrong Inferences, to take En- 
couragement from half Words, and 
mifapply what you may fay or do, fo 
as either to leflfen ihEwButyy or to ex- 
tend Liberty farther than is con- 
venient. Let them be more in awe 
of yoxxx Kindnefs than of your Power, 
And above all, take heed of fup- 
porting a Favourite Child in its Im- 
pertinence, which will give Right 
-ff to the reft of claiming the fame Pri- 
vilege. If you have a divided Num- 
ber, leave the Boys to the Father'^ 
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more peculiar Care, that you may 
with the greater Juftice pretend to a 
more immediate Jurifdidion over 
thofe of your own Sex. You are to 
livefo with them, that they may ne- 
ver chufe to avoid yon, except when 
they have offended^ and then let them 
tremble, that they may diftinguifh : 

But their Penance muft not continue 
fo long as to grow too four upon 
their Stomachs^ that it may not har~ 
den inftead of correSling them : The ' 
kind and fevere Part muft have their 
leveral ^urns feafonably applied 5 
but your Indulgence is to have the 
broader Mixture, that Love^ rather 
than Fear^ may be the Root of their 
Obedience* 

Youv Servants are in the next place 
to be confidered ; and you muft re- 
member not to fall into the Miftake 
of thinking, that becaufe they re- 
ceive Wages, and are fo much /»- 
ferior to you, therefore they are be^ ^ 
low your Care to know how to ma- 
nage them. It would be as good 

Reafon 
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Reafon for a Majler -Workman to de- 
fpife the Wheels of his Engines^ be- 
caufe they are made of Wood. Thefe 
are the Wheels of your Family \ and 
let your Dire^lions be never fo fault- 
lefs, yet if rhele Engines (lop or move 
wrong, the whole Order of your 
Houje is either at a (land, or difcom- 
pofed. Befides, the Inequality which 
is between you, muft not make you 
forget, that Nature maketh no fuch 
Diltindion, but that Servants may 
be looked upon as humble Friends^ 
and that Returns ofKindnefs znd good 
Ufage^ are as much due to fuch of 
them as deferve it, as their Service 
is due to us when we require it. A 
fooliJhHaughtinefs in the ftyle of fpeak>‘ 
ing^t or in the manner of commanding 
them, is in itfelf very undecent ; 
befides that it begetteth an Aver/ton 
in them, of which the leaft ill EfFedl 
to be expeded is, that they will 
be Slow and Carelefs in all that is in- 
joined them : And you will find it 
true by your Experience, that you 
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will be fo much rhe more obeyed as 
you are lefs imperious. Be not too 
hafty in giving your Orders^ nor too 
angry when they are not altogether 
cbferv'd^ much lefs are you to be 
loud and too much difturbed : An 
Evennefs in diftinguifliing when they 
do well or ill, is that which will • 
make your Family move by a Rule, 
and without Noife, and will the 
better let out yogr Skill in conduc- 
ing it with Eafe and Silence, that it 
may be like a well-difciplined Ar- 
my, which knoweth how to anti- 
cipate Orders that are fit to be 
given them. You are never to neg- 
IcC the Duty of the prefent Houry..ii^ 
do another Thing, which though it 
may be better in itfelf, is not to 
be unfeafonably preferred. Allot 
well-chofen Hours for the InfpeCion 
of your Family y which may be fo di- 
llinguilhed from the reft of your 
-Time, that the neceflary Cares may t 
come in their proper Place, without 
any Influence upon your good Hu- 

mour| 
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mour, or Interruption to other 
Things. By thefe Methods you will 
put yourfelf in Pofleflion of being 
valued by your Servants, and then 
Obedience will naturally follow. 

’ I muft not forget one of the great- 
eft Articles belonging to a Family^ 
which is the Expence. It muft not 
be fuch as, by failing either in the 
Time or Meafure of it, may rather 
draw Cenfure than gain Applaufe, If 
it was well examined, there is more 
Money given to be laugh’d at, than 
for any one Thing in the World, 
though the Purchafers do not think 
fo. A well ftated Rule is like the 
Line^ when that is once pafs’d, we 
are under another Pole ; lb the firft 
firaying from a Rule^ is a Step towards 
• making that which was before a Vir^ 
tue to change its Nature, and to 
grow either into a Vice^ or at leaft 
an Impertinence. The Art of laying 
♦ out Money wifely, is not attained to 
without a great deal of Thought *, and 
it is yet more difficult in the Cafe of 
I a 
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a Wtfe^ who is accountable to her 
Husband for her Mi (lakes in it. It is 
not only his Mcney^ his Credit too is 
at Stake, if what lieth under the 
Wife’s Care, is managed, either with 
undecent Tthrift^ or too loofe Profu- 
/ton. You are therefore to keep the 
Mean between thefe two Extreams ; 
and it being hardly poflTible to hold, 
the Balance exadly even, let it ra- 
ther incline toward the liberal Side, 
as more fuitable to your Quality, 
and lefs fubje<5l to Reproach. Of the 
two, a little Money mifpent is fooner 
recoveredy than the Credit which is loft 
by having it unhandfomelyT^w//; and 
a wife Husband will lefs forgive a ' 
fhameful Piece of Parf.monyy than a 
little Extratagancey if it be not too 
often repeated. His Mind in this 
muft be your chief Dire6iion\ and 
his ^Tempery when once known, will, 
in a great meafure, juftify your Part 
in the Management, if he is pleafed ^ 
with it. 
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In your Cloaths avoid too much 
Gaudy ; do not value yourfelf upon 
an embroideredGoy^Ju ; and remember, 

► z reajonable IVord^ or 2 lt\ obliging 

^ Lock., wii[ gain"~y6u'“more Refpefl: 
thlrTall your fine Trappings^ This is 
not Taid to reftrain you from a de- 
cent Compliance wich the World, pro- 
vided you may take the wifer, and 
not the foolilher Part of your Sex for 
your Pattern. Some BiJiin5Hons are 
to be allowed, whilft they are well 
fuited to your ^ality and Fortune \ 
and in the Diftribution of the Ex- 
pence, it feemeth to me that a fuU 
\ Attendance and welUchofen Ornaments 
t for your Houfe, will make you a bet- 
ter Figure, than too much glittering in 
what you wear, which may with 
** more eafe be imitated by thofe that 
are below you. Yet this muft not 
tempt you to ftarve every thing but 
. your own Apartment *, or, in order 
-•ll to more Abundance there, give juft 
caufe to the leaft Servant you have, 
to complain of the want of what is 

neceflary. 
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neceflary. Above all, fix it in your 
Thoughts an unchangeable Maxim^ 
TThat nothing is truly fine^ but what 
J is Jt i and that juft fo much as is 
s proper for your Circumftayices of their 
f leveral Kinds, is much finer than all 
you can add to it. When you once 
break through thefe Bounds, you 
launch into a wide Sea of Extrava^ 
game •, every thing will* become ne- 
ceflary, becaule you have a mind ta 
it ; not becaufe it is Jit for you, but 
becaufe fomebody elfe hath it. This 
Lady's Logick fetteth Reafon upon its 
Head, by carrying the Rule from 
things to Perfons^ and appealing 
from what is Right,, to every Fool that 
is in the Wrong. The Word Necejfary 
is miferably applied; it difordereth 
Families and overturneth Government 
by being fo abufed. Remember that 
Children and Fools want every thing, 
becaufe they want Wit to diftinguifh ; 
and therefore there is no flronger 
Evidence of a crazy Underjianding,, 
than the making too large a Cata- 
logue 
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logue of Things neceflary, when, in 
truth, there are fo very few Things 
that have a right to be placed in it* 
^ Try eveiY thing firft in your Judg- 
ment^ before you allow it a place in 
youf Dejire *, elfe your Husband may 
^ think it as neceflary for him to de- 
ny, as it is for you to have what- 
ever is unreafonable ; and if you fhall 
too often give him that Advantage, 
the Habit of Refujing may, perhaps, 
reach to things that are not unfit for 
you. 

There are unthinking Ladies^ who 
do not enough conflder, how little 
their own Figure agreeth with the 
fine things they are fo proud of. 
Others, when they have them, will 
hardly allow them to be vifible*, they 
cannot be feen without Lights and 
this is many times fo faucy and fo 
prying, that like a too forward GaU 
^ % lant, it is to be forbid the Chamber, 
Some, when you are ufliered into 
their Dark Ruelky it is with fuch So- 
lemnity that a Man would fwear 

there 
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there were ibmething in it, till the 
Unjkilful Lady breaketh Silence, and 
be^inneth a Chat, which cllfcovereth 
it is a Puppet-Play with magnifi- 
cent Scenes. Many efteem things 
rather as they are hard to be gotten, 
than that they are worth getting : 
This looketh as if they had an In- 
tereft to purfue that Maxim, becaulc 
a great Parc of their own Value de- 
pendeth up(5n it. Truth in thefe 
Cafes would be often unmannerly^ and 
might derogate from the Prerogative 
great Ladies would alTume to them- 
i'elves, of being cliftindl: Creatures 
from thofe of their Sex, which are 
inferior, and of lefs difficult Accefs, 
In other things too, your Condi- 
tion muft give the Rule to you, and 
therefore it is not a fVife'% Parc to 
aim at rnore than a bounded Libera- 
lity ; the farther Extent of that gu- 
ilty (otherwife to be commended) 
•belongeth to the Husband^ who hath 
better Means for it. Generofity wrong 
placed becometh a Vice ; it is no 
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more a Virtue when it groweth in- 
to an Inconvenience. Virtues mu ft be 
inlarged or reftrained, according to 
^ differing Circumftanccs. A princely 
^ Mind will undo a private Family : 
Therefore things muft be fuited, or 
elfe they will not deferve to be com- 
mended, let them in themfelves be 
never fo valuable: And the Expeda- 
tions of the World are beft anfwer- 
cd, when we acquit ourfelves in 
_ that manner which feemeth to be 
. preferib’d to our leveral Conditions, 
without ufurping upon thofe Duties, 
which' do not fo particularly belong 
to us. 

Twill clofe the Confideration of 
' this Article of Expence^ with this 
fhort Word : Do not fetter yourfelf 
with fuch a Reftraint in it as may 
. make you remarkable *, but remem- 
ber that Virtu is the greateft Orna^ 
^ menty and good Senje the beft Equi* 
page. 
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Be H AVI OUR Co N VE R- ^ 
SATION. 

I T is time now to lead you out of 
your Houfe into the PForld, A 
dangerous Step ! where your Virtue 
alone will not fecure you, except it 
is attended with a great deal of 
Prudence, You muft have both for 
your Guard, and not ftir without i 
them. The Enemy is abroad^ and 
you are fure to be taken, if you arc 
found Straggling. Your Behaviour is 
therefore to incline ftrongly towards 
the refer ved Part ; your Character is 
to be immoveably fixed upon that 
Bottom, not excluding a Mixture of 
greater Freedom, as far as it may 
be innocent and well timed. The 
Extravagancies of the Age hath made ^ 
Caution more neceflary ; and by the 
fame Reafon that the too great Li- 
cence of ill Men hath by Confc- 

quence 


Digitized by Google 


BeH AVI O U R, &C, 69 

quence in many things reftrained the 
lawful Liberty of thofe who did 
not abufe it, the unjuftifiable Free- 
doms of fome of your Sex have in- 
^ volved the reft in the Penalty of be- 
ing reduced. And though this can- 
not fo alter the nature of Things, as 
to make that criminal which is in 
itfelf indifferent ; yet if it maketh 
it dangerous^ that alone is fufficienc 
tojuftify xhtReftraint, KclofeBeba- 
^iour is the fitteft to receive Virtue 
for its conftant Gueff becaufe there, 
and there only, it can be fecure. 
Proper Referves are the Outworks, 
and muft never be deferred by thofe 
who intend to keep the Place % they 
keep ojBF the Poflibilities not only 
of being taken, but of being at- 
tempted \ and if a Woman I'eeth 
Danger, tho’_at never lb remote a 
Diftance, Ihe is for that Time to 
Ihorten her Line of Liberty, She 
who will allow herfelf to go to^the 
utmojl Extent of every thing that is 
lawful, is fo very near going far- 
ther. 
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then, that thofe who lie at watch 
will begin to comit^upon^her. 

" Mankind^ from the double Temp- 
tation of Vanity and Dejire^ is apt to 
turn every thing a Woman doth to * 
the hopeful Side ; and there are few 
who dare to make an impudent Ap- 
plication, till they difcehi fome thi ng 
which they are willing" to _take 
for an Encouragement, It is fafer 
therefore to prevent fuch Forward- 
nefs^ than to go about to cure it. It 
gathcreth Strength by the firllvf//^?Tc- 
ances^ and claimeth a Right from 
having been at any time fuffered 
with Impunity. Therefore nothing 
is with more Care to be avoided, 
than fuch a kind of Civility as may 
^ be miftaken for Invitation \ and it 
' will not be enough for you to keep 
yourfelf free from any criminal 

• Engagements ; for if you do that 
' which either raifeth Hopes or createth 

- -Difeourfe^ there is a Spot thrown ^ 
upon your good Name ; and thofe 
' kind of Stains are the harder to be 

• A 
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taken out, being dropped upon you ' 
by the Man's Vanit)\ as well as by 
the Woman's Malice, 

Moft Men are in one Senfe ?lato- 
nick Lovers^ though they are not wil- 
ling to own that Chura^.er, They 
are fo far Phi'ofcphers^ as to allow, 
that the greatdl Part of Pieafure 
lieth in the Af/W; and in purfuance 
of that Maxim, there are few who 
do not place the Felicity more 
in the Opinion of the World, of 
their being profperous Lovers, than in 
the Blejfing itfelf, how much fo- 
ever they appear to value it. This 
being fo, you mull be very cautious 
not to gratify theie Cameltons at the 
Price of bringing a Cloud upon your 
Reputation, which may be deeply 
■ wounded, tho’ your Confcience is un- 
concern’d. 

Your own Sex too will not fail to 
tielp the lead Appearance that givetli 
^ a Handle to be ill turned. The beft 
of them will not be difpleafed to im- 
prove their own Value, by laying 
2 others 
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others under a Difadvantage, where 
there is a fair Occafion given for it. 

It diftinguifties them ftill the more : 
Their own Credit is more exalted, 
and like a Pidlurc fct off with Shades, “j 
fliineth more when a Lady, either 
lefs Innocent, or left Difcreet, is fet 
near, to make them appear fo much - 
the brighter. If thefe lend their 
Breath to blaft fuch as are fo unwa- 
ry as to give them this Advantage, 
you may be fure there will be a ^ 
ftronger Gale from thofe, who, be- 
fides Malice or Emulation, have an 
Intereft too, to ftrike hard upon a vir- 
tuous Woman. It feemeth to them 
that their Load of Infamy is leflened, 
by throwing part of it upon others : 

So that they will net only improve 
when it lieth in their way, but take 
pains to find out’the leaft Miftake an 
innocent Woman committeth, in Re- 
venge of the Injury fhe doth in lead- 
ing a Life which is a Reproach to 
them. With thefe you muft be ex- 
treme wary, and neither provoke 
. - them 
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nor invite them 

^ be “ ■“ 

To.the Men you are to have a Be- 
haviour which may fecure you, with- 
out them. No ill-bred af- 

fected Shynefs^ nor a Roughnefs^ un- 
fuitable to your ^^;^,^and unhe'ceflary 
to your Virtue ; but a Way of Lin- 
ing that may prevent all Courfe of 
Railleries or unmannerly Freedoms ; 
Looks that forbid without Rudenefs, 
and oblige without Invitation, orleav- 
ing room for the faucy Inferences 
Mens Vanity fuggefteth to them up- 
on the leail Encouragements. I'his • 
.is fo very nice, that it muft engaoe 
you to have a perpetual fVatch upon 
your^y^j, and to remember that one 
carelefs Glance giveth more Advan- 
tage than hundred PVords not enoucrh 
confider ed j the Language of the E^es, 
being very much the moft fignificanc 
and the moft oblerved. 

It our Civility, which is always to 
be preferved, muft not be carried to 
a Compliance, which may betray you 

^ into 
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into irrecoverable Mi (lakes. This 
French ambiguous Word Complain 
fanccy hath led your Sex into more 
Blame, than all other Things put to- j 
gether. It carrieth them by Degrees ^ 
into a certain Thing, called a Goed 
kind of JVoman^ an eaj^ idle Creature^ 
that doth neither nor ///■ but by 
chance noChoice, but leaveth that 
to the Company fhe keepeth. Time, 
which by degrees addeth to the Sig- 
nification of IVords, hath made her, 
according to the modern Stile, little 
better than one who thinketh it a 
Rudenefs to deny when civilly re- 
quired, either her Service in Perfon^ - 
or her friendly Affijiance to thofe. 
who would have a Meetings or want 
a Confident, She is a certain Thing 
•alw'ays at hand, an eafy Companion^ 
who hath ever great Compajfion for 
dijlreffed Lovers : She cenfureth no- 
thing bm Rigour-, and is never with- 
out a Plaijier for a wounded Reputa- ' 
tion, in which chiefly lieth her Skill 
in Cbirurgery : She ieldom hath the 
2 - . Pro- 
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Propriety of any particular Gallanty 
but liveth upon Brokage^ and wait- 
eth for the Scraps her Friends are 
content to leave her. 

^ There is another CharaEler not 
quite fo criminal, yet not Jefs ridi- 
culous •, which is that of zgood-hu-- 
mour'dW’omariy one who thinketh fhe 
mud always be in a Laugby or a 
broad Smiley becaufe Good-Humour is 
an obliging Quality *, thinketh it , 
lefs ill Manners to talk imperlinently 
than to be filent in Company. When 
fuch. a prating Engine rideth Admiral, 
and carriech the Lantborn in a Circle 
of Fooliy a chearful Coxcomb coming 
in for a Recruit y the chattering of " 
Monkeys is a better Noife than I'uch a ' 
Concert of fenjelefs Merriment, If (lie 
is applauded in it, fhe is fo encou- 
raged, that, like a Ballad-fmgery who 
if commended breaketh his Lungs, 
fhe letteth herfelf loofe, and over- 
floweth upon the Company. She 
conceiveth that Mirth is to have no 
Intermiffion, and therefore fhe will 
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carry it about with her, though it 
be to a Funeral ; and if a Man 
fliould put a familiar jQueftion, (he 
doth not know veiy well how to be 
angry, for then ftie would be no 
more that pretty thing called a Good 
himouFd Woman. -nThis Neceffity of 
appearing at all Times to be fo 
infinitely pleafed, is a grievous Mi- 
ftake •, fince in a handfome Woman 
that Invitation is unneceflary ; and 
in one who is not fo, ridiculous. It 
is not intended by this, that you 
Ihould forfwear hanging \ but re- 
member, that Fools being always 
painted in that Pofture, it may fright 
thofe who are wife from doing it 
too frequently, and going too near a 
Copy which is fo little inviting ; and 
much more from doing it loudy which 
is an unnatural Sound, and looketh 
fo much like another Sex, that few 

Things are more offenfive. That 

• - — - 

hoifterous kind of Jollity is as contrary 
to IVit and Good Mannerly as it is 
to Modefty and Virtue. Befides, it is 
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a coarfe kind of Quality, that throw- 
eth a Woman into a lower Form, 
and degradeth her from the Rank 
of thofe who are more refined. Some 
Ladies fpeak loud and make a Noife 
to be the more minded, which look- 
cth as if they beat their Drums for 
Volunteers \ and if by Misfortune 
none come in to them, they may. 
not without Reafon, be a good deal 
out of Countenance. 

. There is one Thing yet more to 
be avoided, which is, the Example 
of thofe who intend nothing farther 
than the Vanity of Conquejiy and 
think themfelves fecure of not hav- 
ing their Honour tainted by it. Some 
are apt to believe their Virtue is too 
and not enough known, ex- 
cept it is expofed to a broader Lights 
and fet out to its beft Advantage 
by fome publick Trials. Thefe are 
dangerous Experiments, and ge- 
nerally fail, being built upon fo 
weak a Foundation, as that of a too 
great Confidence in ourfelves. It is 
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as fafe to play with Fire^ as to dally 
with Gallantry, hove is a PalTion 
that hath Friends in the Garrifon, 
and for that Reafon mud by a Wo- 
man be kept at fuch a diftance, that 
fhe may not be within the Danger 
of doing the mod ufual thing in the 
World, which is confpiring againft 
hcrfelf : Elfe the humble Gallant, 
who is only admitted as a Trophy, 
very often becomcth the Conqueror ; 
he putteth on the Style of Vidlory, 
and from an Admirer groweth into 
a Mafter^ for ‘ fo he may be called 
from the Moment he is in Pofiedion. 
The fird Refolutions of doppi ng a t 
'good Opinion ' and Edecm, grow 
weaker by degrees againd theCharms 
oiCcuriJhip fkilfully applied. A Lady 
is apt to think a Man fpeaketh fo 
much Kealbn whild he is commend- 
ing her, that fhe hath much ado to 
believe him in the wrong when he 
is making Love to her : And when, 
befides the natural Inducements your 
Sex hath to be merciful,' die is bri- 
bed 
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I bed by well-chofen Flattery, the poor 

; Creature is in dangerof being caught, 

like a Bird lillening to the Whittle of 
one that hath a Snare for it. Con- 

mtenjTiakech Women mittake Mens 
Su^nijfions \ which with all their fair 
Appearance, have generally lefs Re- 
fpe^ than Art in them. You are to 
remember, that Men who fay ex- 
treme fine Things, many times fay 
them moft for their own Sakes ; and ■ 
that the vain Gallant is often as‘ 
well pleafed with his own Compli-., 
mcnts, as he could be with the kind-\ 
ejl Afifwer, Where there is not that ■ 
Ofientation^ you are to fufpe<tt there" 
is Defign : And as ttrong Perfumes 
are fddom ufed but where they are 
neceflary to fmoiher an unwelcome 
Scents fo exccjfive good Words leave 
room to believe they are ftrew’d to 
cover fomething,, which is to gain 
Admittance under_^a Difguife. You 
mutt therefore be upon your Guard, 
and confider, that of the two, Re- 
ly 4 
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fpeSl is more dangerous than Anger^ 
It puts even the beflUnderftandings 
out of their Place for the Time, till 
their fecond Thoughts reftore them ; 
it (lealeih upon us infenfibly, and 
throweth down om Defences^ and ma- 
keth it too late to refift, after we have 
given it that Advantage. Whereas 
Railing goes away in Sound ; it hath 
■fo much Noife in it, that by giving 
warning it befpeaketh Caution. Re- 
fpe^ is a flow and fure Poifon, and 
like Pcifon fwelleth us within our- 
felves. Where it prevaileth too much 
it groweth to be a kind of Apoplexy 
in the Mind, turneth quite round, 
and after it hath once feized the Un- 
derdanding, becometh mortal to it. 
h'or thefe Reafons the fafeft way is 
to treat it like a fly Enemy, and to 
be perpetually upon the watch a- 
gainlt it. 

. I will add one Advice to conclude 
this Head, which is, that you will 
let every feven Years make fome Al- 
teration in you towards the Graver 

fide. 
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fide, and not be like the Girls of 
Fifty, who refolved to be always 
Toungy whatever Time with his Iron 
Teeth hath determined to the con- 
trary. Unnatural things carry aZ)^- 
formity in them never to be difguifedy 
the Livelinefs of Toutb in a riper Age, 
looketh like a Patch upon an old 
Gown ; fo that a Gay Matron^ a 
chearful old Fooly may be reafonably 
put into the Lift of the Tamer kind 
of Monfters, There is a certain Crea- 
ture called a Grave Hohby-Horfey a 
kind of She-Numps, that pretend- 
eth to be pulled to a Play, and muft . 
needs go to Bartholomew- Fair, to 
look after the young Folks, whoni 
fhe only feemeth to make her Care, 
in reality ftie taketh them for her 
Excufe. Such an old Butterfly is of 
all Creatures the moft ridiculous, and 
the fooneft found out. It is good 
to be early in your Caution, to a- 
void any thing that cometh within 
diftance of fuch defpicable Patterns, 
and not like fome Ladies, who defer 
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their Converfion^ till they have been 
fo long in Pofleflion of being laugh- » 
ed at, that the World doth not know 
how to change their Style, even when 
they are reclaimed from that which 
gave the firft Occafion for it. 

The Advantages of being referved 
are too many to be fet down ;■ I will 
only fay, that it is a Guard i0 2igood 
Woman^ and a Difguife to an ill one. 
It is of fo much ufe to both, that 
thofe ought to ufe it as an Artifice^ 
who refufe to pradlife it as a Virtue. 
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I Muft in a particular manner re- 
commend to you a ftri<5l Care in 
the Choice of your Friendjhip. Per- 
haps the belt are not without their 
Obje^HoiiSy but however, be fure that 
yours may not dray from the Rules 
which the wifer Part of the World 
hath fet to them. The Leagues O/- 
fenfive and Defenfn^e feldom hold in 
Politicks^ and much lefs inFriendJhipsi 
The violent Intimacies, when once 
broken, of which they fcarce ever 
fail, make fuch a Ncife •, the Bag of 
Secrets untied, they fly about like 
Birds let loofe from a Cage, and be- 
come the Entertainment of the 1‘own, 
Befides, thefe great Dearnejfes by de- 
grees injurious to the reft of your 
Acquaintance, and throw them oft 
from you. There is fuch an Offen- 
five Diftindlion when the dear Friend 
cometh into the Room, that it is 

flinging 


Digitized by Googl 


84 • Advice to a Daughter, - 

fiiitging Stones at the Company^ who 
are not apt to forgive if. 

Do not lay out your Friendjhip too 
lavifily at firfl:, fmceitwill, like other 
things, be fo much the fooner Ipent ; 
neither Jet it be of too fudden a 
Grcwth ; for as the Plants which 
flioot up 100 f aft are not of that Con- 
tmuance,^ as thole which take moie 
Time for it ; fo too fwift a Progrels 
in pouring out your Kindnefs^ is a 
certain Sign that by the Courfe of' 
Nature it will not be long-lived. You 
will be refponfible to the World, if 
you pitch upon fuch Friends as at 
the time are under the Weight of any 
- criminal Objection, In that Cafe you’ll 
bring yourfelf under the Difadvan- 
tages of their Chara^er,^ and muft 
bear your Part of it. Chujing implieth 
approving', and if you fix upon a Lady 
for your Friend againft whom the 
World fhall have given Judgment, 
’tis not fo well-natur’d as to believe 
you are altogether averfe to her way 
of living', fince it doth not difcou- 

rage 
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rage yon from admitting her into 
your Kindnefs : And Refemblance 
Inclinations being thought none of’ 
the leafl; Inducements to Friendjhip^ 
you will be looked upon at lealt as a . 
Well-wifher, if not a Partner, with 
her in her Faults. If you can for- . 
give them in another, it may be 
prefumed you will not be lefs gentle 
to yourfelf ; and therefore you muft: 
not take it ill, if you are reckoned 
a Croupiere^ and condemned to pay 
an equal Share with fuch a Friend, 
of the Reputation (he has loft. . 

If it happeneth that your Friend 
(hould fall from the State of Innocence 
after your Kindnefs was engaged to 
her, you may be Qow in your Be- 
lief in the Beginning of the Difeove- 
ry : But as foon as you are convin- 
ced by a rational Evidence^ you muft 
without breaking too roughly, make 
a fair and quick Retreat from fuch 
a mijlaken Acopiaintance : Fife by mo- 
vino; too flowlv from one that is fo 
tainted, the Contagion may reach 

you 
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you fo far, as to give you part of 
the Scandal^ though not of the Guilt, 
This Matter is fo nice, that as you 
muft not be too hafty to join in the 
Cenfure upon your Friend when fhe 
is accufed^ fo you are not, on the other 
Side, to defend her with too much 
Warmth ; for if fhe fhould happen 
to deferve the Report of commit 
Fame^ befides the Vexation belong- 
ing to fuch a Miftake, you will draw 
an ill appearance upon yourfelf, and 
it will be thought you pleaded for ' 
her not without fome Confideration of 
yourfelf. The Anger which muft be 
* put on to vindicate the Reputation 
of an injur’d Friend^ may incline the 
Company to fufped you would not 
be fo zealous, if there was not a Pof- 
fibility that the Cafe might be your 
own. For this Reafon you are not 
to carry your Dearnefs fo far, as ab- 
folutely to lofe your Sight where 
your Friend is concerned. Becaufe 
Malice is too quick-fighted, it doth 
not follow, that Friendjhip muft be 

blind: 
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htind: There is to be a Mem be- 
tween thefe two Extreams^ elfe your 
Excefs of Good- Nature may betray 
^ you into a very ridiculous Figure^ and 
by degrees you may be prefcrr’d to 
fuch Offices as you will not be 
proud of. Your 'Ignorance may leflen 
the Guilty but will improve the Jeft 
upon you, who (hall be kindly foli- 
citous to procure a Meeting, and in- 
nocently contribute to the Ills yoiT 
, would avoid : Whilft the Contriving 
Lovers^ when they are alone, (hall 
make you the Subjedt of their Mirth, 
and, perhaps, (with refpedl: to the 
Goddds of Love be it fpoken) it is 
not the word part of their Enter tain* 
menty at lead it is the mod lading, 
to laugh at the believing Friend, who 
was fo eafily deluded. 

Let the good Senfe of your Friends 
be a chief Ingredient in your Choice 
. of them ; elfe let your Reputation be 
. never fo clear, it may be clouded 
by their Impertinence. It is like our 
Houfes being in the Power of a 

drunken 


. Digitized by Google 


S 8 Advice to a Daughter, 

drunken or a carelefs Neighbour ; 
only fo much worfe, as that there 
will be no Infurance here to make 
you amends, as there is in the Cafe 
of Fire. 

To conclude this Paragraph : If 
Formality is to be allowed in any In- 
(lance, it is to be put on to refill the 
Invafion of fuch forward Women 
as (hall prefs themfelves into your 
Friendjhip^ where, if admitted, they 
will either be a Snare or an Incum- 
brance. 
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I Will next come to the Confide- 
ration, how you are to manage 
^ yeur Ceyifures in which both Care 
and Skill will be a good deal requir- 
ed. To diftinguifh is not only na- 
tural blit necejjary *, and the EfFcdl of 
it is, That we cannot avoid giving 
. Judgment in our Minds, either to 
abfolve or condemn as the Cafe requi- 
retli. I'he Difficulty is, to know 
when and where it is fit to proclaim 
the Sentence. An Averfion to what is 
criminaly a Contempt of what is ri- 
dicuJouSy are the infeparable Compa- 
nions of Underflanding and Virtue ; 
but the ktringjhem go farthej; than 
our JthoughtSy hath (b much 
TJanger in it, that though it is nei- 
ther poffible nor fit to fupprefs them s 
intirely, yet it is neceffary they 
Ihould be kept under very great 
^ Rejlraints. An unlimited Liberty of 
this kind, is little Id's than fending a ^ 
Herald and proclaiming War to the ) 

World, 
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World, which is an angry B.eaft when ' 
fo provoked. The Contefl: will be 
unequal^ though you are never fa 
-much in the right : And if you be- 
gin again ft fuch an Advcrfary, it 
will tear you in Pieces, with this 
Juftification, that it is done in its 
own Defence. You muft therefore 
take heed of laughing.^ except in Com- ' 
pany that is very fure. It is throw- 
ing Snow-balls againft Bullets ; and 
it is the Difadvantage of a Woman, | 
that the Malice of the World will 
help the Brutality of thofe who v;ill 
throw a Jlovenly Untruth uj5on her. 

You are for this Reafon to. fupprefs 
your Impatience for Fools ; who, be- j 
fides they are too ftrong a Party to - 
be unneceffarily provoked, are of all 
others the molt dangerous in this 
Cafe. A Blockhead in his Rage will 
return a dull Jeft that will lie hea- 
vy, though there is not a Grain of 
JVit in it. Others will do it with -► 
more Art, and you nnift not think 
yourfelf fecure becaule your Repii- 
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tation may, perhaps, be out of the 
reach of Ill-will \ for if it findeth 
that Part guarded^ it will feek one 
which is more expofed. It flieth, 
like a corrupt Humour in the Body, 
to the weakeji Part. If you have a 
tender Side, the World will be fure 
to find it, and to pot the worft Co- 
lour upon all you fay or do, give an 
Aggravation to every thing that may 
leflen you, and a fpiteful Turn to eve- 
ry thing that might recommend you. 
Anger layeth open thofe Defedls 
which Friendjhip would not fee, and • 
Civility might be willing to forget ; 
Malice needech no fuch Invitation to 
encourage it, neither are any Pains 
more fuperfiuous than thofe we take 
to be ill fpoken of. If Envy^ whicH^^ 
never dieth, and feldom fleepeth, is ! 
content fometimes to be in a Slumbery ' 
it is very unfkilful to make a noife 
to awake it. 

Befides, your PFit will be mifap- 
plied if it is wholly direfled to dif- 
cern the Faults of others^ when it is. 

fo. 
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fo necefifary to be often ufed to mend 
and prevent your own. The fending 
our Thoughts too much abroad hath 
the fame Effed, as when a Family 
never ftayeth at Home ; Neglect and 
Diforder naturally followeth j as it 
mu ft do within ourfelves, if we do 
not frequently turn our E>'es" in- 
Wafds^to fee whaf is amifs with us, 
where It is a Sign we have an unwel- 
come Profpeol^ when we do not care 
to look upon it, but rather feek' our 
Confolations in the Faults of thofe 
we converfe with. 

Avoid being the firfb in fixing a 
hard Cenjure\ let it be confirmed by 
the general Voice^ before you give 
into it ; neither are you then to give 
Sentence like a Magifirate^ or as if 
you had a fpecial Authority to be Row 
^good or ill Name at your Difcretion. 
i Do not dwell too long upon a week 
Side^ touch and go away *, take Plea- 
I fure to ftay longer where you can 
commend : like Bees that fix only 
i upon thofe Herbs out' of which they 

may 
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may ©xtradl the Juice of which their 
Honey is compofed. A Virtue ftuckj 
with Brijlles is too- rough for .this 
Age *, it mufl: be adorn’d with fome 
y Flowers^ orelfe it will be unwilling- 
ly entertained •, fo that even where 
it may be fit to ftrike, do it like a 
Lady.^ gently *, and affure yourfelf, 
that where you care to do it, you 
will wound others more, and hurt 
yourfelf lefs, by foft Strokes^ than 
by being harjb or violent. 

The Triumph of JVit is to make 
your Good- Nature fubdue your Cen- 
fare •, to be quick in feeing Faults^ 
and flow in expofing them. You are 
to confider, that the invifible Thinor 
called a Good Name^ is made up of 
the Breath of Numbers that fpeak 
well of you ; fo that if by a dif oblig- 
ing Word you filence the Meaneji^ the 
Gale will be lefs flrong; which is to 
bear up your FJisem^ and though 
^ nothing is fo vain as the eager Pur- 
fuitof empty Applaiife^ yet to be well 
thought of, and to be kindly ufed 

by 
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by the World, is like a Glory about 
a Woman’s Head, *tis a Perfume fhe 
carrieth about with her, andleaveth 
wherever llie gdeth ; ’tis a Charm 
againft 111 will. Malice may empty >| 
her Quiver, but cannot wound ; the 
Dirt will not flick, the Jefts will not 
take: Without. the Confent of the 
World a Scandal doth not go deep ; 
jt is only a flight Stroke upon the 
injured Party, and turneth with the 
greater Force upon thofe that gave , 
it, 

* 
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Vanity ttnd Affectation. 

y T Muft with more than ordinary 
A Earnejlnefs give you Caution a- 
gainft Vanity^ it being the Fault to 
which your Sex feemeth to be moft 
inclined •, and fince Jffe5iation for the 
mofl; part attendeth it, I do not know 
how to divide them. I will not call 
them Twins, becaufe more properly 
Vanity is the Mother, and Affe^ation 
is the darling Daughter •, Vanity is the 
Sin, and Affectation is the Vunijh^ 
ment\ the firfl: may be calTed the 
Root of Self-love, the other the Fruit, 
Vanity is never at ics full growth till 
it fpreadeth into Afffediation, and then 
it is compleat. 

Not to dwell any longer upon the 
Definition of them, I will pafs to 
the Means and Motives to -avoid 
^ them. In order to it, you are to 
confider that the World challengeth 
the Right of diftributing Efteem and 

Applaufe i 
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Applaufe ; fo that where any afTume, 
by their Tingle Authority, to be their 
own Carvers,, it groweth angry, and 
never fiiileth to feek Revenge,' And 
if we may meafure a Fault by the 
Greatnefs of the Penalty,, there are 
few of a higher Size than Vanity,, as 
>here is fcarce a Punifhment which 
can be heavier than that of being 
laughed at. 

Vanity maketh a Woman tainted 
with it, fo top-full of herfelf, that 
fhe fpilleth it upon the Company, 
And becaufe her own Thoughts are 
intirek employ’d in Self-Contejnpla- 
tion,, me endeavoureth by a cruel 
Miftake, to confine her Acquaintance 
to the fame narrow Circle of that 
which only concerneth her Lady- 
fliip, forgetcing that Ihe is not of 
half that Importance to the World 
Xhat ihe is to herfelf ; fo miftaken 
flie is in her Value, by being her 
own Appraifer. She will fetch fuch 
a Compafs in Difcourfe,, to bring in 
her beloved Self, and rather than fail, 
2 her 
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her fine Petticoat, that there can 
hardly be a bett;er Scene than fuch 
a Trial of ridiculous Ingenuity. It 
is a Pleafure to fee her angle for Com- 
y mendations^ and rife fo diffatisfied 
with the Ill-bred Company if they 
will not bite. To obferve her throw- 
ing her Eyes about to fetch in Prifo- 
ners, and go about cruizing like a 
Prtvateer, and fo out of Counte- 
nance^ if fhe return without Booty ^ is 
no ill- Piece of Comedy. She is fo 
eager to draw Refpedt, that fhe al- 
ways miffeth it, yet tliinketh it fo 
much her due, that when fhe^ileth, 
fhe groweth wafpijh^ not confiRring, 
that it is impoflible to commit a Rape 
upon-the Will ; that it muft be fairly 
gained, and will not be taken by 
Storm-, and that in this Cafe, the 
Tax ever rifeth highefl by a Bene- 
volence, If the World, intlead of 
admiring her imaginary Excellencies, 
' taketh the Liberty to laugh at them, 
fhe appealeth from it to herfelf, for 
whom fhe giveth Sentence, and pro- 
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claimeth it in all Companies. On 
the other Side, if encouraged by a 
civil Word^ fhe is fo obliging, that 
fhe will give Thanks for being laugh- 
ed at in good Language. She taketh 
a Compliment for a Demonjiration^ and 
■ fetteth it up as an Evidence^ even 
againfl: her Looking- glafs. Kut the 
good Lady being all this while in a 
moft profound Ignoranee of herfelf, 
forgetteth that Men would not let 
her talk upon them, and throw fo 
many fenfelefs Words at their Head, 
if they did not intend to put her Per- 
fon to Tine and Ranfom for her/;«- 
- pertinMte. Good Words of any other 
Lady\ are fo many Stones thrown at 
her, (he can by no means bear them ; 
they make her founeafy, that (he can- 
not keep her Seat^ but Up Ihe rifeth 
and goeth Home half buril with An^ 
ger and Strait-Lacing. If by great 
chance fhe faith any thing that hath 
Senfe in it, (he expedeth fuch an ex- 
ceflive Rate of Commendations^ that, 
to her thinking, the Company ever 

rifet.h 
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rifeth in her Debt. She looketh upon 
i?«/<?jasThingsmadeforthecommon 
People, and not for Perfons of her 
Rank -, and this Opinion fometimes 
tempteth her to extend her Preroga- 
tive to the dirpenfing with the Com- 
mandments. If by great Fortune fhe 
happeneth, in fpice of her Vanity, to 
be honed, (lie is fo troublefome with 
it, that as far as in herlieth, (he mak- 
eth afcurvy Thing of it. Her brag- 
ging of her Virtue, looketh as if it 
cod her fo much Pains to get the 
better of herfelf, that the Inferences 
are very ridiculous. Her g(|jjfd Hu- 
mour is generally applied to the 
laughing at good Senfe, It would do 
one good to fee how heartily die de- 
fpifeth any thing that is fit for her 
to do. The greated Part of |ier 
Fancy is laid out in chufing h^vGown, 
as her Difcretion is chiefly employed 
in not 'paying for it. . She is faithful 
to the Fajhion, to which not only 
’ her Opinion, but her Senfes are whol- 
ly refigned : So obfequious (he is to 
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it, that we fliould be ready to be re- 
conciled even to Virtue with all its 
Faults, if fhe had her Dancing>Ma- 
fter’s Word that it was pradil'ed at 
Court. 

To a Woman fo compofed, when 
yjffe^ation cometh in to improve her 
CharacUr.^ it is then raifed to the 
•highefl; PerfeoHon. She firfl: fetteth 
up for a fine T^hing^ and for that 
Reafon will diftinguifh herfelf right ^ 
or wrong, in every thing (he doth. 
She would have it thought that fhe 
is made of fo much the finer Clay^ 
and fo^uch more fifted than ordi- 
nary, ffit fhe hath no common Earth 
about her. To this end fhe muft 
neither move nor /peak like other Wo- 
men, becaufe it would hQ vulgar \ and 
therefore muft have a Language of 
her owHy fince ordinary Englijh is too 
coarfe for her. The Looking^Glafs 
in the Morning didateth to her all 
the Motions of the Day, which by 
how much the more fiudied^ are fo 
much the more mifiaken. She cometh 
I . into 
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into a Room as if her Limbs were 
fet on with ill-made Screws, which 
maketh the Company fear the pretty 
Thing fhould leave fome of its yt/r- 
^ tificial Perfon upon the Floor. She 
• doth not like herfelf as God /llmighty 
made her, but will have fome of 
her own Workmanfhip ; which is fo 
far from making her a better Thing 
- than a IVoman^ that it turneth her 
into a worfe Creature than ?l Monkey! 
She fallech out with- Nature^ againft 
which fhe maketh War without ad- 
mitting a Truce, thofe Moments ex- 
cepted in which her Gallant may re- 
concile her to it. When flth hath a . 
mind to be foft and languijhing, there 
is fomething fo unnatural in that ' 
cffe^ed Eafinefs, that her Frowns 
could not be by many Degrees fo for- 
bidding. When fhe would appear un- 
, reafonably Humble, one may fee fhe 
is fo exceflively Proud, that there is 
^ no enduring it. There is fuch an 
impertinent Smile, fuch a fatisfied Sim- 
per^ when fhe faintly difowneth fome 

E 3 fulfome 
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fulfome Commendation a Man hap- 
peneth to beftow upon her againfl: 
his Conlcience, that her Thanks for 
k are more vifible under fuch a thin 
Difguife^ than they could be if fhe >. 
fhould print them. If a handfomer 
IVvman taketh any liberty of Dref- 
J'lng out of the ordinary Rules, the 
millaken Lady followeth, without 
diltingiiifhing the unequal Pattern^ 
and maketh herlelf uglier by an Ex- 
ample mifplaced ; either forgetting 
the Privilege of good Looks in another y 
' or prefuming, without fufficient Rea- 
fon, upon her Wqy Difccurfeis 

a fenfelefi Chime of empty IVordsy ' 
a Heap of Compliments fo equally 
applied to differing PerfonSy that 
they are neither valued nor believed. ' * 
Her Eyes keep pace with her Tonguey 
and are therefore always in Motion. 

One may difcern that they generally 
incline to the compaffionate Side, and 
that, notwithftanding her Pretence * 
to Virtucy fhc is gentle to diftreffTcd 
Lovers and Ladies that are merciful, 

'She 
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She will repeat the tender Part of a 
Play fo feelingly, that the Company 
may guefs without Injuftice, Ihe was 
not altogether a dtjtnierejled Spec- 
tator* She thinketh that Paint and 
Sin are conceal’d by railing at them. 
Upon the latter fhe is lefs hard, and 
being divided between the two op- 
pofite Prides of her Beauty and her 
Virtue^ (lie is often tempted to give 
broad Hints chat fomebody is dying 
for her ; and of the two, (he is lels 
unwilling to let the World think file 
may be fometimes profarCd^ than that 
fhe is never worjhipped. 

Very great Beauty may pel^haps To 
dazzle for a time, that Men may not 
fo clearly fee the Deformity of thefe 
Affe^ations ; but when the Brightnefs 
goeth off, and that the Lover\ Eyes 
are by that Means fet at liberty to 
fee Things as they are, he will na- 
turally return to his Senfes, and reco- 
ver the Miftake into which the La- 
dy’s good Looks had at firft engaged 
him. And. being once undeceived, 

E 4 ccafeih 
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ceafcth to vvorfhip that as a Goddefs 
wliich he feeth only an Artificial 
Shrine moved by IVheeh and Springs^ 
to delude him. Such Women pleafe 
( nly like the firfi opening of a Scene^ ^ 
tli.it hath nothing to recommend it 
but the being newr They may be 
compared to Flies, that have pretty 
fliining Wings for two or three hot 
Momhs but the^firft cold Weather 
maketh an end of them •, fo the lat- 
ter Seafon of thefe fiuttering Creatures 
is dilmal : From their neareft Friends 
they receive a very faint Refpe^l ; . 
iVom the reft of the World, the ut- 
- moft degree of Contempt. 

Let this PiShire fupply the Place 
of any other Rules which might be 
given to prevent your Refemhlance to 
it. The Deformity of it, well confi- 
dered, is InJiru5iion enough ; from 
the fame Reafon, that the Sight 
of a Drunkard is a better Sermon 
againft that Vice^ than the beft that ^ * 

was ever preached upon that SubjeSl, 

Pride. 
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A fter having faid this againft 
Vanity^ I do not intend to ap- 
ply the ■ fame Cenfure to Pride y well 
placed and rightly defined. It is an 
ambiguous JVord ; one kind of it is as 
much a Virtue as the other is a Vice : 
But we are naturally lb apt to choole 
the worfty that it is become dangerous 
to commend the bejl Side of it. 

A Woman is not to be proud of 
her fine Gown *, nor when (he hath 
lefs Wit than her Neighbours, to 
comfort herfelf that Ihe hath more 
Lace. Some Ladies put fo much 
Weight upon OrnamentSy that if one 
could fee into their Hearts, it would 
be found, that even the Thoughts 
of Death is made lefs heavy to them 
by the Contemplation of their being 
laid out in State, and honourably at- 
tended to the Grave, One may come 
a good deal Ihort of fuch an Ek- 
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tream, and yet dill be fufEciently 
impertinent^ by fetting a wrong Va- 
lue upon things, which ought to be 
ufed with more Indifference. A Lady 
muft not appear folicitous to in- 
grofs RefpeSt to herfelf, but be con- 
tent with a reafonable Dijirihution^ 
and allow it to others, that flie may 
have it returned to her. She is not 
to be troublefomely Nicest nor diftin- 
guilh herfelf by being too Delicate^ 
as if ordinary things were too coarfe 
for her j this is an unmannerly and an 
offen/ive Pride^ and where it is prac- 
tifed, deferveth to be mortified, of 
which it(feldgm faileth. She is not 
to lean too much .upon her Quality, 
much lefs to defpife thofe who are 
below it. Some make ^ality an 
Idoly and then their Reafon muft fall 
down and worfiiip it. They would 
have the World think, that no 
Amends can ever be made for the 
want of a great Title^ or an antient 
Coat of Arms : They imagine, that 
.with thefe Advantages they ftand 
1 upon 
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up6n the higher Ground^ which mak- 
eth them • look down upon Merit 
and Virtue as Things inferior to 
them. This Miftake is not only 
fenfelefs^ but criminal too, in putting 
a greater Price upon that which is a 
Piece of good Luck^ than upon Things 
which are valuable in themfelves. 
Laughing is not enough for fuch a 
Folly \ it mull be feverely whipped^ as 
it juftly deferves. It will be con- 
fefled, there are frequent temptations 
given by pert Upjlarts to be Angry, 
and by that to have our Judgments 
corrupted in thefe Cafes : But they 
are to be refilled ; and the utmofl: 
that is to be allowed, is when thofe 
of a new Edition will forget them- 
felves, fo as either to brag of their 
weak Side^ or to endeavour to hide 
their Mea7inefs by their Infolence^ to 
cure them by a little feafonable RaiL 
lery^ a little Sharpnefs well placed, 
without dwelling too long upon it. 

Thefe and many other Kinds of 
Pride are to be avoided. 


That 
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That which is to be recommend- 
ed to you, is an Emulation to raife 
yourfelf to a Charafler, by which 
you may be diftinguifhed 5 an Eager- 
nefs for Precedence in Virtue^ and 
all fuch other Things as may gain 
you a greater Share of the good Opi- 
nion of the World. Efieem to Virtue 
is like a cherijhing Air to Plants and 
Flowers^ which maketh them blow 
and profper : and for that Reafbn 
it may be allowed to be in fome De- 
gree the Caufe as well as the Revjard 
of it. That Pride which leadeth to 
a good End^ cannot be a Vicey fince it 
is the beginning of a Virtue *, and to 
be pleafed with juft Applaufe^ is fo 
far from a Faulty that it would be an 
ill Symptom in a Woman, whoftiould 
not place the greateft part of her 5 ^- 
tisf action on it. Humility is no doubt 
a great Virtue 5 but it ceafeth to be 
fo, when it is afraid to fcorn an ill 
SPhmg, Againft Vice and Folly it is 
becoming your to be haughty’^ but 
you fnult not carry the Contempt of 

Fhings 
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things to Arrogance towards Perfons, 
and it mud be done with fitting Z)/- 
ftin5iions^ elfe it may be inconvenient 
by being unfeafonable, A Pride that 
raifeth a little Anger to be outdone 
in any thing that is good, will have 
lb good an Effect, that it is very hard 
to allow it to be a Fault 

It is no eafy matter to carry even 
between thefc different Kinds de- 
fcrib’d •, but remember that it is fafer 
for a Woman to be thought too proud j 
than too familiar, . 
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T H E laft Thing I lhall recom- 
mend to you, is a wife and a 
fafe Method of ufing Diverjions. To 
be too eager in the Purfuit of PJea- 
fure whilft you youngs is danger- 
ous j to catch at it in riper Tears, is 
grafping a Shadow ; it will not be 
held. Befides, that by being lefs na- 
tural it groweth to be indecent. Z)/‘- 
verjions are the moft properly applied, 
to eafe and relieve thofe who are 
frejfed, by being too much employed. 
Thofe that are Idle have no need of 
them, and yet they, above all others, 
give themfelves up to them. To un- 
bend our Thoughts, when they are too 
much ftretched by our Cares, is not 
more natural than it is neceffary, but 
to. turn our whole Lives into a Holy- 
day, is not only hux deftroyeth 

Pleafure inftead of promoting it. The 

ISnd 
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Mini like the Body is tired by being 
always in one Pofture, too ferious 
breaketh, and too diverting loofen- 
eth it : h is Variety that giveth the 
Relifh ; fo that Diverfwns too fre- 
quently repeated, grow firft to be in- 
different, and at laft tedious : Whilft 
they are well-chofen and well-timed, 
they are never to be blamed ; but 
when they are ufed to an Excefs, 
though very innocent at firft, they 
often grow to be criminal^ and never 
fail to be impertinent. 

Some Ladies are befpoken for 
Merry Meetings, as Bejfus was for 
Duels. They are engaged in a Circle 
of Idlenefsy where they turn round 
for the whole Year, without the /»- 
terruption of a ferious Hour, They 
know all the Players Names, and 
are intimately acquainted with all 
the Booths in Bartholomew-Fair. No 
Soldier is more obedient to the 
found of his Captain’s Trumpet^ than 
they are to that which fummoneth 
them to a Puppet-Play or a Monjler, 

The 


Digitized by Google 



X 1 2 Advice to a Daughter, 

The Spring that bringeth out Flies \ 
and Fools^ maketh them Inhabitants | 
in Hyde-Park', in the Winter they are 
an Incumbrance to the Play-houfe^ 
and the Ballaft of the Drawing-room, j ^ 
The Streets all this while are fo ^ 
weary of thefe daily Faces, that 
Mens Eyes are overlaid with them. 

The Sight is glutted with fine things, 
as the Stomach with fweet ones ; 
and when a fair Lady will give too 
much of herfelf to the World, fhe 
groweth lufcious, and opprefleth in- ' 

ftead of pleafing. Thefe jolly La- I 

dies do fo continually feek Diverftony 
that in a little Time they grow into 
a JeJl, yet are unwilling to remem- 
ber, that if they were fcldomer feen, | 
they would not be fo often laughed 
at, Befides, they make themfelves 
cheapo than which there cannot be 
an unkinder Word bellowed upon 
your Sex, \ 

To Play fometimes, to entertain \ 

Company^ or to divert yourfelf, is 
not to be difallowed \ but to do it 

fo 
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f© often as to be called a Gameftery 
is to be avoided, next to the things 
that are mofl: criminal. It hath Con- 
fcquences of feveral Kinds not to be 
^ - endured ; it will engage you into a 
Habit of Idlenefs and ill Hours^ draw 
you into a mix’d Company, make you 
negledt your Civilities Abroad, and 
your Bujinefs at Home, and impofe 
into youv Acquaintance fuch as will 
do you no Credit. 

To deep Play there will be yet 
I greater ObjeSlions : It will give Oc-~ 
cafion to the World to afk fpiteful 
^eftiofis: How you dare venture 
to lofe^ and what Means you have 
to pay fuch great Sums ? If you pay 
exablly, it will be enquired from 
whence the Money cometh ? If you 
owe, and efpecially to a Man, you 
muft be fo very civil to him for his 
Forbearance, that it layeth a Ground 
of having it farther improved, if 
' the Gentleman is fo difpofed ; who 
will be thought no unfair Creditovy 
if where the Eftate faileth he feizeth 
I upon 
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upon the Perfon. Beffdes, if a Lad^ 
could fee her own Face upon an ill 
Gnme^ at a deep Stake, Qie would 
certainly forfwear any thing that 
could put her Looks under fuch a 
. Dif advantage. 

To Dance fometimes will not be 
imputed to you as a Fault •, but re- 
member, that the End of your learn- 
ing it was, that you might the better 
know how to move gracefully. It is 
only an Advantage fo far *, when it 
goeth beyond it, one may call it ex- 
celling in a Miftake, which is no very 
great Commendation. It is better for 
a Woman never to dancCy becaufe Ihe 
hath no Skill in it, than to do it too 
often, becaufe fhe doth it well. The 
eafieft as well as the fafeft Method 
of doing it, is in private Companies ^ 
amongft particular Friends, and then 
carelefly like a Diver/ton, rather than 
with Solemnity, as if it was a Buli- 
nefs, or had any thing in it to de- 
fer ve a Month"* s Preparation, by ferious 
Conference with a Dancing- Mafter. 

Much 
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Much more might be faid to all 
thefe Heads, and many more might 
be added to them : But I muft re- 
ftrain my Thoughts, which are full 
^ of my Bear Childs and would over- 
flow into a Volume which would 
not be fit for a I^ew-Tear*s Gift: 

I will conclude with my warmeft 
Wifhes for all that is good to you \ 
that you may live fo as to be an 
Ornament to your Family, and a 
Pattern to your Sex, That you may . 
' be blefied with a Hufband that may 
value, and Children that may inhe- 
rit your Virtue ; that you may fhine 
in the World by a true Light, and 
filence Envy by deferving to be 
efteemed ; that Wit and Virtue may 
both confpire to make you a great 
Figure : When they are feparated, 
the firft is fo empty, and the other 
fo faint, that they fcarce have right 
to be commended. May they there- 
ic fore meet and never part ; let them 
be your Guardian Angels, and be 
fure never to ftray out of the Di- 

flance 
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ftance of their joint Protection. May 
you fo raife your Character, that you 
•may help to make the next Age a 
better thing, and leave Pofterity in 
your Debt for the Advantage it lhall 
receive by your Example. 

Let me conjure you, my Beareft, 
to comply with this kind Ambition 
of a Father, whofe Thoughts are 
fo engaged in your behalf, that he 
reckonech your Happinefs to be the 
greateft Part of his own. 


FINIS. 
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THE 

PRECEPTOR: 

Containing 

A A General Courfe of Education, 
^ Wherein the Firft Principles of Polite 
Learning are laid down in a Way moft 
fuitable for trying the Genius, and 
advancing the Inftru<Slion of Youth. 
In TWELVE PARTS, viz. 


1. On Reading, Speaking, and Writing 
Letters. 

2 . On Geometry. 

, 3. On Geography and Aftronomy. 

4. On Chronology and Hiftory, 

On Rhetoric and Poetry. 

6. On Drawing. 

7. On Logic. 

8. On Natural Hiftory. 

9. On Ethics, or Morality* • 

10. On Trade and Commerce. 

11. On Laws and Government. 

12. On Human Life and Manners. 
Illuftrated with MAPS and ufeful CUTS. 

A hew Tranflation of Don Quixote, by 
the late Mr. Jarvis, in 2 vol. 4to. Adorned 
with 69 Copper-Plates, defign’d by Vander- 
^ bank, and engrav’d by Vanderguchtj with 
^ a curious Preface and Notes by the Tran- 
flacor, an Account of the Cuts by Dr. Old- 
field, and the Life of Cervantes, tranflated 
from the Spanilh of Don Gregorio de Meyans 
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Sifcar, Library Keeper to the King of Spain. 
Written at the Requeft of the Earl of Gran- • 
ville. Price zl. loj. 

Lcs Avantures deTelemaque, Fils d’Uly fie, 
in two neat Pocket Volumes, printed on a ^ 
fuperfine Writing Paper, with an Elziver Letr | 
ter, and a Compleat Set of new Cuts, 26 in 
Number* done from the Defigns of that fine 
Edition printed in Holland, and engraved by 
the bed Mailers. Being a very handfome 
Prefent for young Gentlemen or Ladies at 
Boarding Schools. Price 14J. 

Circe, tranllated from the Italian of John 
Baptift Gelli, of the Academy of Florence. ' 
Price 4 j. 

The Decameron, or one Hundred in- 
genious and diverting Novels. Written 
originally in Italian by John Boccace, newly 
tranllated into Englilh by a Gentleman. In 
I vol. 8 VO. 6s, 

N. B, Thefe beautifulStorles are divided 
into Ten Days Entertainment, Ten Novels 
for each Day. 1. On various Subjeds. 2. 
and 3. Great Troubles and perplex’d Adven- 
tures crown’d with Succefs. 4. Such Amours 
and Love Adventures as have had an un- 
fortunate Conclufion. 3. Amours and Love 
Adventures that have ended hsppily. 6. 
Subjeds of Wit and Humour. 7. and 8, 'j[ 

Stratagems that Women have contriv’d to ^ 
deceive their Hulbands. 9. Mifcellaneous 
Novels. 10. Gallant or generous Adions 
done for the Sake of a Millrefs, a Friend, 

&c. In 
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In Seven Parts compleat, i/. The Se- 
venth Edition, of the CEconomy of Human 
Life, tranflated from an Indian Manufcript. 
Written- by an ancient Bramin. i. Duties 
V that relate to Man confidered as an Indivi- 

f ’ dual, viz. Confideration, Modefty, Appli- 
cation, Emulation, Prudence, Contentment, 
Temperance. 2. Of the Pafiions. Hope 
and Fear, Joy and Grief, Anger, Pity, De- 
fire and Love. 3. Woman. 4. Confan- 
guinity, or Natural Relations, viz, Huf- 
band. Father, Son, Brother. 5. Providence, 
or the Accidental Differences of Men, viz. 
Wife and Ignorant, Rich and Poor, Mailers 
and Servants, Magiftrates and Subjefls. 6 , 
t Social Duties, viz. Benevolence, Juftice, 
Charity, Gratitude, Sincerity. 7. Religion, 
Alfo, for the Ufe of Schopls, 2s. bound, the 
fame Book in French and Englilh ; the 
French Tranflation made by Command of 
his late Serene Highnefs the Prince of 
Orange, for the Ule of his Daughter the 
Princefs Caroline. Likewife a Tranllation 
of the fame into Latin, and another Into 
Jtalian. 

Letters concerning Talle, 8vo. 2s. 

Poems, by Mr. Thomas Blacklock, with 
an Account of the Author, by Mr. Spence, 
8vo. gr. 

I A Cohesion of the bell and moil enter- 
taining Voyages and Travels, 7 vol. izmo. 
}/. js. 

The Praifes of Ifis, a Poem, 410. u. 

The 
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The World, by A’dam Fitz-Adam, in 6 | 
vol. 1 2 mo. r/. ij. 

Chit Chat,, or natural Charafters and the * 
Manners of real Life, repr^fented ip, a feries 
of entertaining Adventures, 2 vol. izmo. ^s. 

A Diflionary of the Englifli Language, 
wherein the Signification of Words are il- ‘ 
luftrated by Examples from the beft Englifh 
Writers, z vol. folio, 4/. los. and an Abridg- 
ment of the fame Work in which the Exam- 
ples are excluded, in 2 vol. 8vo. 10/. 

Britifh Education, being an Attempt to 
fliew that a Revival of the Art of Speaking, 
and the Study of our own Language, might 
contribute, in a great Meafure, to the Cure 
of thofe Evils which are the neceffary Con- ' 
fequences of the prefent defeftive Syftem of 
Education in general, and of the Negle^l of 
this Study in particular, by Thomas Sheri- 
dan, M. A. 8vo. 6 s. 

A new Hiftory of the Eaft-Indies, anci- 
ent and modern, giving an Account of the 
Religion, Government, Manners and Cuf- , 
toms, natural HiHory, Revolutions, &c. of 
thefe Countries, and alfo an Account of 
the Rife, Progrefs, and prefent State of • 
the Commerce of the Europeans to the In- ‘ 
dies, 2 vol; 8vo. loj. ... 

A Philofophical Enquiry into the Origin 
of our Ideas of the Sublime and Beautiful, ; 
8vo. 

A free Enquiry into the Nature and Origin ' 
of Evil, in 6 Letters, zs. 

■ The Adventurer, 4 vol. izmo. 12/. 
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